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PF ES AV 


HE author of the following Treatiſe was 
employed ſome time ſince in making ſome | 
remarks upon the Holy Scriptures entirely for his 
own uſe, and to aſſiſt the memory. He had nor 
long entered upon the work before he found him- 
felf in a wide field of meditation. The gracious 
dealings of God, with his peculiar people, the He- 
brews, had ſuch an effect upon his mind, that 
every page diſcovered new beauties, and warmly 
impreſſed his ſoul with love to that God, who had 
(with humility he hoped) brought him out of more 
than Egyptian ſlavery, Having written his obſer- 
vations till he came to the giving of the law, he 
was interrupted by a ſevere affliction, with which 
it pleaſed God to. viſit him; this, together with 
his temporal affairs, kept him back from theſe 
„„ remarks 


* 


( u ) 
remarks for ſome conſiderable time. One day as 


he was reviewing his papers, a friend coming in, 


made a diſcovery of ſome of them, and deſired him 
to proceed ; adding at the ſame time, that he be- 
heved the work would be ſerviceable to the lower 
claſs of mankind ; and for their ſakes chicfly it is 
committed to the prels. 


Taz author is ſenſible that there are many 1m- 
perfections in the work; but when he conſiders that 


he does not write for applauſe, he has no doubt - 


but that the candid reader will excuſe ſuch defects, 
which are more the effects of inability, than 
prejudice or party ſpirit. But, however, though 
the candid and judicious may paſs over ſuch im- 
perfections, others of a different ſtamp will aggra- 
vate them. For, notwithſtanding, the great pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity which is now made in our 
land, experimental religion appears to be at a low 


_ ebb, even among thoſe who ſtand high in notions 
of civil and religious liberty, There are many who 


deny the operation of the ſpirit upon the mind of 
man, and fo conſequently mult be ſtrangers to it's 
effects. R > 


IF this ſmall Treatiſe ſhould fall into the hands of 
any of this perſuafion, it is hoped they will read it 
impartially, Though the work may appear mean, 
Al | | the 


"MEI | 

the author has no mean deſign in view. Far from 
confining religion to any party, he has no doubt 
but there are ſome of this perſuaſion, who are real 
ornaments to the profeſſion they make, and who 
deſerve the eſteem of all good men. Yet, on the 
other hand, it muſt be allowed, that if this doctrine 
is maintained, the grand doctrine of the atonement 
muſt fall to the ground, man become his own Sa- 
viour, and Chriſt no more than a teacher of mo- 
rality. However then, we may eſteem ſuch wor- 
thy characters for their moral excellencies, yet we 
mult beg leave to oppoſe thoſe errors, which, in our 
opinion, ſeem to be ſo dangerous: and while we 
do it in a ſpirit of love and meekneſs, we hope to 
meet with the like treatment from others, who are 
of contrary ſentiments. Many object to allegori- 
cal writing, becauſe ſome have abuſed it, and turn- 
ed the ſubject into ridicule; yet I cannot ſce why 
it ſhould be neglected, if we attempt it in a ſpirit 
of meekneſs and fear, and draw no harſh, or un- 
ſeemly compariſons. Others abuſing the good 
word of God, is no reaſon why we ſhould negle& 
it, It is certain, that the word of God abounds 
with metaphors and alluſions, which, however, 
ſome may have abuſed, to the diſgrace of themſelves, 
but not to religion : others have found much com- 
fort and edification from the ſame; and it is well 
known, that our bleſſed Saviour practiſed much 
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of this way himſelf; bur, references on this head 
would be altogether needleſs. 


Ir remains therefore, that if we read the ſcrip- 
tures according to his inſtructions and example, 
and no concluſion can be drawn from theſe figura- 
tive parts, no real advantage can ariſe from the 
ſame; and I am ſure Jeſus Chriſt never put us up- 
on unneceſſary enquiries. —Let the public think as 
they will upon the following Treatiſe, the author 
has no other end in view, than that the ſcriptures 
may be read with profit, God honoured, and men 
everlaſtingly ſaved. 1 
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INTRO: 


INTRODUCTION. 


HEN the bleſſed God was pleaſed to create 

man, he created him in his own image, 
and gave him a law, the condition of which was, 
« Do this, and live,” with the following threaten- 
ing annexed, ** The day thou breakeſt it, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die.” Satan, the grand adverſary of 
God and man, ſoon took the opportunity of tempt- 
ing our firſt parents to fin, and became too ſuc- 
ceſsful in his diabolical attempts : when, alas ! they 
gave way to the infernal ſeducer, and finned againſt 
God. — The threatening took place immediately, 
and death ſpiritual enſued. Adam, who had here- 
tofore delighted in the converſation of God, now 
vainly attempts to hide himſelf from him, by run- 


ning amongſt the trees in the garden, Thus, that 


heavenly image, which God had formed, was de- 
faced 
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faced z his nature entirely changed; what he loved 


in his innocence, now became a terror to him. — 


In this wretched condition Adam begat a ſon in 
his own likeneſs. Dreadful indeed! Adam being 
created after the image of God. — Cain was born 
after the. likeneſs of ſinful Adam. — Woeful diſ- 
parity. — Thus, from generation to generation the 
contagion has ſpread, and though God created 
man upright, he has ſought out to himſelf many 
inventions.“ 


Bur as God, who is rich in mercy, was pleaſed 
to provide a remedy to reſtore loſt man to his fa- 


vor, and that every mouth might be ſtopped, ® and 


alt fleſh become guilty before him, the adorable 
Jehovah had provided the remedy long before man 
ſtood in actual need of it, „even before the foun- 
dation of the world.” F This remedy the bleſſed 
God held forth to Adam, the ſianer, under the re- 

| 8 markable 


* Tf we compare the 1ſt and 2d of Job wich the 3d of 
Zachatiah, it may not be improbable to conjeRure, that latan 


made a kind of claim upon our firſt parents in conſequence of 


their fin, and at firſt might attempt to Charge God with in- 
juſtice, becauſe he had not immediately inflicted a temporal 
death upon them, nor yet appeared willing to give'them up 
to ſatan, as an augmentation of his infernal kingdom; yer, 
when he found the arm which bad lately drove him our of 
heaven, employed in the ſalvation of fallen man; how was he 
ſtruck with horror and amaſement; and more ſo, when that 
curſe he had endeavoured to bring upon others, was doubly 
returned upon himſelf? 


F I Pet. b 20. 
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markable paſſage, where the Lord is pronouncing 
the curſe upon the ſerpent, but a bleſſing upon the 
woman's ſeed. * This remedy is the ſubje& of the 
following work; and as it is of the higheſt import- 
ance, it behoveth us, as rational creatures, ſtrictly 
to conſider the nature and reality of it. There is 
no way, which ſeems to offer us a probability of 
ſucceſs, but that of tracing the ſubject as it is laid 
down in the word of God ; from whence it appears, 
that the ever bleſſed Jehovah has from the time of 
his delivering the firſt promiſe to the cloſe of the 
holy ſcriptures, continually vouchſafed to manifeſt 
himſelf as a reconciled God on, through the media- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt. And though the whole plan of 


ſalvation was not altogether underſtood under the 


Jewiſh ceconomy, in the latitude we hope it is now; 
(it being reſerved to the Son of God and his 
apoſtles to publiſh it more clearly;) yet Jeſus 
Chriſt has informed us that Abraham ſaw his day 
and was glad.” Hence it appears, that Old Teſta- 
ment ſaints had a certain knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
as a mediator. F Though many of the paſſages 
frequently alluded to, ſeem dark and intricate to 
us, without the aſſiſtance we receive from the New 
Teſtament, (a bleſſing they did not enjoy ;) yet “as 
their day was, ſo was their ſtrength ”” (or faith.) 

x Theſe 


Gen. iii. I4, 15. 
+ Compare John viii. 56, 57, with 1 Pet. i. 10, 17, 12. 


— — 7 — a” - 
- - —— — — oo H— NR 


— — unn . ĩ˙ m Ee A — 
＋— te en cs 
- 


| ( iy ) 

Theſe conſiderations allowed, it ſeems a neceſſary 
enquiry, to examine, how, or by what means this 
grand plan of ſalvation is revealed to us in our day, 
and how far the experience of ancient and modern 
ſaints agree, making proper allowances for times 
and circumſtances, It has been already obſerved, 
that our firſt parents ſinned againſt God, by which 


_ offence their natures were changed from holineſs 


to ſin: ſin brought death and all its concomitant 


| evils: the human (or carnal heart) was immedi- 


ately at enmity againſt God: The woman which 
thou gaveſt me,” replies Adam (to God) . ſhe gave 
me, and I did eat.” Mark well, thou proud pre- 


| varicating Phariſee, where canſt thou find the leaſt 


ſigns of repentance in Adam, previous to the bleſ- 
{ed God calling him to it ? * For though the bleſſed 
God ſpeaks to him in the mildeſt manner, yet 
Adam does not diſcover the leaſt remorſe for ſin. 
He does not ſay to Eve before they began to make 
their Fig- leaf dreſs — We have ſinned againſt God, 
let us return and afk forgiveneſs; if he had ſome 

ground 


*I do not recollect that the ſeriptures any where poſitively 


aſſert that Adam truly repented, but the manner in which 


God appeared to him, together with the promiſe of the ſeed 
of the woman, ſeems to imply it: beſides it appears that 
Adam's belief, was the real cauſe of giving his wife the name 
of Eve; denoting, that notwithſtanding ſhe had brought 
death, upon them by fin, yet ſhe was to be the mother of the 
living, z. e. that the Saviour was to be born of a woman, by 
whole means life and immortality ſhould be reſtored to man. 


(4 
ground of argument might ariſe for natural abi- 
lity. 


Hznet it appears, that ſin is oppoſite to holineſs, 
that ſinners in themſelves, _ without a Mediator, are 
ſubject to God's wrath and diſpleaſure ; and as ſin 
tends to drive the ſoul from God, conſequently 
nothing but grace can point out to man the way of 
ſalvation. Nor is the caſe of Adam's fingular; for 
when man began to multiply upon the face of the 
earth, their evil imaginations multiplied likewiſe : ſo 
that God (ſpeaking after the manner of men) was 
grieved to the heart, and it repented him tae he 
had made man upon the earth. * 


Fur THER remarks on this head would be altoge- 
ther needleſs; ſuffice it to ſay, that ſin ſo far abound. 
ed, that God was pleaſed to puniſh the old world,” 
with a flood, by which all mankind were deſtroyed, 
ſave Noah and his family. Here we ſee, that not- 
withſtanding the tender mercies of God are ſuch; 
that it grieved him to the heart; yet his juſtice is 
ſuch, notwithſtanding his mercy is ſo great, that 
ſinners muſt be puniſhed if they reject his offered 
grace. | 4 


Noan and his family are preſerved ; the earth is 
repknmtſhed 3 


* Gen, vi. 
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repleniſhed; men multiply abundantly upon the face 
of it; and fin, the inſeparable companion of fallen 
man, increaſed likewiſe. Nimrod, the leader of 
the apoſtate race, defies the power of the moſt high 
God, and begins to build the tower of Babel to 
ſecure himſelf and followers from a ſecond flood. 
— Bcing reſtrained by the Lord from this work, 


and their 1.nguage turned into confuſion, they 


wandered up and down, follaging their own in- 


ventions. But as ſervile fear is one time or other 
attendant upon vice and immorality, . thoſe pour 
unhappy ſouls, who are thus graſping after fancied 
Power, generally become the moſt abject ſlaves to 


this fear, and frequently manifeſt it in the moſt ri- 


+ diculous manner; and notwithſtanding they ſeem to 
deny the very being of a God, by their wicked works, 


yet the thoughts of him are never entirely eraſed 
out of their minds: yet as they wilfully rejected 


him, he likewiſe gave them up to their own luſts; 
which, working in them, led them to commit all 


manner of uncleanneſs and Idolatry. * Hence, the 
moſt ſuperſtitious idolatry and ignorance prevailed, 


with all the deteſtable views which ariſe from them. 
- But God, who never leaves himſelf without a 


witneſs, called Abraham out of the land of Chaldea 


to bear teſtimony to his name. Abraham was 
commanded to walk through. the length and breadth 


of 


* Rom. i. 24, 25% | 


(vi) 


of the land of Canaan. 1 The Lord appeared unto 
him, and informed him that his ſced ſhould be a 
ſtranger in a land that was not theirs z and ſhould 
ſerve them, and they ſhuyld afflict them four hun- 
dred years: after which, the Lotd would judge 
their enemies, and bring the ſetd of Abraham out 
to poſſeſs the promiled. inheritance. F 


No let it be obſerved, that while Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, were wandering up :d down 
through the land of Canaan, they: formed a kind 
of independent government, agreeable to the pa- 
triarchal inſtirution ;z and, when they ne to the 
borders of the city of idolatore, God (aid, *“ will 
reprove kings for your takes.” And this we find 
eminent'y fulfilled in the inſtances of Abimelech, 
Pharaoh, and others. But when they began to 
multiply abundintly, they threw of their depend- 
ance upon God, lighted the inſtructions given them 
by the pious fathers, and willingly mingled them= 
ſelves with idolators. Hence we ſee, that God for 
wiſe purpoſes * left them in a great meaſure to 


follow 


1 Abraham ſojourning in the land of Canaan, and building 
altars to the God of Heaven, was undoubtedly a notable teſti» 
mony to the trutb; and it appears that he made ſome con- 
verts, for it ſeems that Aner, Eſhco!, and Mamre, hazarded 
their lives to ſerve Abraham on Lot's account. Gen. xiv. 

See the promiſe at large. Gen. xv. 

We $nd no particular characters mentioned amongſt the 
| Iſraelites, om Joſeph to Moſes. — It is a melancholly proof 
that God had withdrawn himſelf from them, 
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follow their own inventions: and as they had given 
ſo many ſigns of their deſires to reign one over an- 
other, contrary to the patriarchal inſtitution, God 
was pleaſed to withdraw himſelf, in ſome meaſure, 
from them; and to leave them for a while without 
thoſe viſible tokens of kingly authority and care, 
which he, in former inſtances, had fo peculiarly 
manifeſted oyer them, And as their defire had 
been to rule over one another without law, the 


Lord wiſely left them, for a time, in the hands of 


an abſolute monarch, whoſe will was his law. For, 
no ſooner were the peculiar ſervices of Joſeph for- 
got, but Iſrael felt the effects of their folly. — 


They had given up, in a great meaſure, their pa- 


triarchal form of government; and, perhaps the 


ſimple form in which they worſhipped God. There 
is no doubt, but that they did continue to worſhip 
God ; perhaps in that faint and cold way which gave 
offence to the idolators of Egypt, rather than pro- 
cure their eſteem. I They kept up the worſhip of 


+ This perhaps, to ſome may appear ſtrange, that the 
coolneſs of the worſhippers ſhould give offence to idolators, 
who would be better pleaſed, if men was not to worſhip God 
at all. But I think chere are two reaſons which may be 
given in ſupport cf our hypotheſis. Firſt, that idolators are 
tor the moſt part very zealous in their worſhip. 1 Kings, 
xviii. 28, 29. and therefore condemn others for hypocrites, 
who appear ſo cool and careleſs in their devotionz; Second- 
ly, wheie people make an honourable profeſſion of God, he 

| generally 
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8 DH 
the true God juſt enough to procure themſelveg 
the malice and ill-will of their enemies; which daily 
increaſing, brought upon them all the evils they 
afterwards felt, Heavy taxes were impoſed upon 
them ; and the falſe notions of grandeur that the 
tyrant Pharaoh had imbibed, muſt be ſupported by 
the labours of the Iſraelites, whom the Egyptians 
now conſidered as their ſlaves or bondmen. ; 


Tuis bondage is by us conſidered as a type of 
natural ſtate or original fin, and the deliverance 
from it in the following work is conſidered as an 
emblem of regenerating grace. And as the preach- 
ing of the goſpel is the mean whereby the Lord 
brings his people to a knowledge of himſelf, ſo 
were theſe Iſraelites brought to believe in the Lord 
as their deliverer, from this intolerable yoke of 
bondage, by the preaching of Moſes and Aaron, — | 
The very extraordinary manner which God pre- 
ſerved Moſes, and qualified him for this work, de- 
ſerves our ſerious attention. For notwithſtanding 
the cruel edit publiſhed by Pharaoh to drown all 
the Iſraelitiſn male-children, yet Moſes was pre- 
ſerved; and Pharoah's daughter who found him in 


the 


generally conſtrains their enemies in ſuch a manner, that 
though they do not love, neither them nor their religion, yet 
they allow there is ſomething in it worthy of imitation, 
Gen, XX1!11, 57 6, Num, xxiii. 18 to 24 
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the water, ſo far from deſtroying him (according 
to the king's decree) put him out to nurſe, and 
adopted him for her own ſon. Thus Moſ-s be- 
came acquainted with all the learning of Egypt, 
and was literally accompliſhed for all the great and 
important ſervices which God afterwards called him 
to. — After the faith of Moſes was ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſhed, (during the forty. years he was in the land 
of Midian) the Lord appeared to him while he 
was feeding the flock of Jethio his father- in- law, 
in the wilderneſs, and gave him his miſſion; and 
lent him forth to be the temporal deliver of his 


people, in conjunction with Aaron his brother; 


who, though his elder brother, was yet to be his 
ſervant, — Moſes appeared very yiwilling ©© go, 
but after God had ſtrengthened his faith and aſſlured 
him of his protection, he goes, and finds the if ae- 
lites in a moſt depio able condition, grievivuſl, af- 
flicted by Pharaoh and his taſk. waſters; whom God, 
for wiſe purpoſes, had permitted to oppt e his peo- 
ple, in order that they might kno» huw wo p.ize their 
deliverance the more; and receive with thankt-lneſs, 
the inſtructions that ſhould be given by Moſes. 


'Tavs, having conſidered the nature of the fall, 
and proved that all men are born in a {tate of ſin, 
and that none can come to Godin any other way but 


by 


i ( * ) 


| by Gra through a Mediator, and that this Media- 
tor muſt be manifeſted to, them by inſtruments 
raiſed up by God, and teſtified by his Holy Spirit: 
We now come to the Journeyings of the Iſraelites 
out of Egypt, and through the wilderneſs to the 
promiſed land; and to ſhew the correſpondency 
there is between the experience of a true believer 


in Chriſt, and the travels of that favoured people, 
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1 THE 


JOURNEYINGS or Taz ISRAELITES 


— 


IMPROVED, 
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EXODUS, iv. 29, 30, 31. 


And Meſes and Aaron went and gathered together all the elder 
of the children of Iſroel: And Auren ſpoke oll the words 
evhich the Lox D had ſpcken unto Maſes, and did the figns 
in the /t « the tec le. And the edi le believed: and when 
they heurd that the Lox D had wiſ.ted the children of Iſrael, 
and that he had locted upon their affliction, then they bowed 
down their heads and worſhipped. 


T TJAVING obſerved in the Introduction, that 

men are all born in a ſtate of ſin, and that 
they cannot come to God in any other way than 
by a Mediator, and that this Mediator n:uſt be 
exhibited to man by a revelitian of the mind and 
will of God to man; we now Come to couſider 
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the ſubject before us; namely, The deliverance 
of the Iſraelites from Egypt; ſhewing the ſimilarity 
there is between this deliverance, and the experi- 
ence of a true believer in Chriſt. 


Wr have already obſerved, that it is our inten- 
tion to conſider the Egyptian bondage as an em- 
blem of original ſin, or rather as a type of a ſoul, 
both in original and actual fin. — Here we obſerve, 
that Moſes and Aaron went, according to the ex- 
preſs command of God, to publiſh deliverance to a 
people oppreſſed in a moſt extraordinary manner, 
by a proud and cruel tyrant. God had promiſed 
their fathers that he would deliver them, and giye | 
them the land of Canaan for a poſſeſſion. But 
while they lived at caſe in Egypt, it does not ap- 
pear that they much wanted to change their ſitu- 
ation, which was in the fat of the land, for a coun- 
try they knew nothing of, but by report. But 
when the Lord was pleaſed to ſuffer Pharaoh to 
afflict them, and to lay heavy burdens upon them, 
they cried; and God heard their groaning, and re- 
membered his covenant with their fathers, and ſent 
Moſes and Aaron to preach deliverance to them. 
Now, when the Lord ſends his miniſters to preach 
the glad tidings of ſalvation by Chriſt, who is it that 
believes and worſhips? I believe I may ſay, none, 
5-01 . hes Fg 
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but ſuch as are made to ſee their wretched and un- 
done ſtate, both by nature and practice, ſuch (through 
grace) are made to ſee how ſatan has for a long 
time tyrannized over them, and led them as cap- 
tives at his own will. Theſe, I ſay, through grace be- 
lieve and worſhip: they look back with aſtoniſhment 
upon their paſt conduct, they adore the goodnels 
of God, in that he hath ſpared them as monuments 
of mercy, and willingly believe the promiſe that 
God has made in his word, They are deſirous to 
follow him in his appointed ways, and are waiting 
. upon him in the means which he hath laid down in 
his word, in order to learn more of his mind and 
will. But ſatan, like Pharaoh, is determined to op- 
poſe their paſſage, and raiſes up his legions, who in 
various ways aſſault the young converts; and for a 
time woe fully oppreſſes, and keeps them back in their 
intended journey. The world, tribulation, falſe bre- 
thren, and an unſanctified heart, keep the chriſtian 
for a while in ſuſpenſe; while unbelief deſcrys the 
difficulties that lie in the way. But Ol adored be the 
name of our Jehovah, who, when he begins the 
work, never leaves it unfiniſhed, Pharaoh and ſatan 
may for a while ſeem to thwart his appointments; 
but they ſhall ſoon find their power circumſcribed. 
— Chap. v. vi. vii. viii. ix. x. and xi. gives us 
an account of the hardneſs of Pharaoh's heart, and 
the dreadful plagues which God inflicted upon the 
4042 Foyptians, 
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Egyptians, both to convince thoſe idolators that the 
Lord was God, and none other ; and likewiſe to 
confirm his ſervant's faith, to ſhew thoſe who. were 
weak and doubtirg, that he was able, by his own 
power, to deliver them, though all the word ſhogid 
oppoſe. — Chap. xii, ſhews their deliverance : the 
paſſover is inſtituted, being a beautiful emblem of 
the blood of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which mult by 
faith be ſprinkled upon the door of our hearts, or 
we muſt fall by the deſtroying angel at the laſt 
day. This paſſover which was commanded annu- 
ally to be repeated, likewiſe pointed out to the 1- 
raclites, that in the fulneſs of time Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould come in the fleſh, and perfectly fulfil that 
law which they imperfectly taught, and was con- 
tinually breaking; that he ſhould afterwards be 
offered up as a facrifice for ſin (like unto a lamb 
without blemiſh,) that his righteouſneſs might be 
imputed to all that believe, and that through his 
death, divine juſtice might be ſatisfied : fo that 
* mercy and truth are met together, righteouſneſs 
and peace have kiſſed each other.” Pſal. Ixxxv, 10. 


We now find Iſrael delivered from Pharaoh, 
marching out of the land in triumph, the firſt-born 
of their enemies ſlain, nothing hindering ; but they 
ſeem to be in full purſuit, and nearly within poſſeſ- 
ſion of the promiſed land, — They march with haſte 

through 


1 
A, 
* 

* 

Li 


28: 


through the borders of Egypt, and turn and encamp 
before Pi-hahiroth, without ever expecting any moie 


trouble from Pharoah. So it is with the new 


convert, — He feels various and many ſtruggles at 
firſt hearing the word; the pangs of the new birth 
work ſeverely upon him; his conlcience, like Pha- 
raoh's taſk-maſters, put him upon double duty; 
he finds himſelf unable to fulfil the arduous taſk 
he calls to the Lord, who is pleaſed, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to inform him that the work is his own; 
that he muſt patiently wait his time, and then 
expect deliverance; and that this 1s through the 
merits of Chriſt, and not through any thing of the 
creature. Now it is, he begins to underſtand 
Jomething of the way of ſalvation, and runs with 
alacrity in the paths of truth. But, alas! ſatan, 
though at firſt ſilenced by the powerful preaching 
of the word, is meditating a furious attack on the 
ſoul : he raiſes all his legions for the purpole, and 
follows with a mighty army; he points in dreadful 
colours the numerous ſins the poor convert has been 
guilty of, calling them all to view from his very 
infancy; while the Lord for a while withdraws his 
preſence, and leaves the ſoul to the buffettings of 
ſatan. The fleſh murmurs againſt the ſpirit, and 
the ſoul all-perplexed looks forward and ſecs the 
red ſea of God's wrath before him; the enemy 
prefling hard behind im; while unbelief and ſelf- 


will 
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wil form two inacceſſable mountains on either fide, 


In this fituation he begins to cry mightily to God 
for help, who by the ſpirit leads him to ſome com- 
fortable portion of his word, and enables him to 
believe; to ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of 
God, * Now the poor trembling finner begins to 
take a little comfort; he endeavours to believe; he 
prays that God would remove his unbelief, The 
red ſea, which before prefigared the wrath of God, 
now begins to open a paſſage for him : through 
faith he ventures in, and finds it the ſweet emblem 
of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, the immaculate Lamb, 
the only paſſage to the heavenly Canaan; where 
all his fins are waſhed away; or in other words, 

where all his enemies are drowned, Then the 


ſoul in extacies of joy, praiſes and magnilies che 


Lord. Chap. xv, 


Lr us now return to the Iſraelites whom we 


left encamped at Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol ,and 
the ſea, — Moſes having returned ät the expreſs 


command of God, and led the people out of the 


direct road to Canaan, it was told Pharaoh that 
the people fled, ſee chap. xiv. 2. and the heart of 
Pharaoh was till hardened, ſaying, Why have we 

| let 


* Acts xvi, and xxxi. Rev. iii, 11. Stand ſtill, &c. is a 

ſſage the Antinomians make uſe of to a very bad purpoſe. 
— To fland (till in difficulties, while God opens a way for 
eſcape, is very different from ſtanding {till in Egypt, 
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jet the people go from ſerving us? And he made 
ready his chariots, and took his people with him, 
even a very great army, with a fixed reſolution, 
either to bring them back or deſtroy them; but the 
Lord, who was rich in mercy towards them, re- 
moved the cloudy pillar which went before 
to go behind them; which ſtill continued to be a 
light to the Iſraelites, but a cloud and darkneſs to 
the Egyptians. So is the word of God to his people, 
it giveth light and underſtanding to them, but is 
full of darkneſs to their enemies. This great mi- 
racle prevented the two armies from coming near 
each other all the night; and Moſes, by the com- 
mand of God, having ſmote the waters with his rod, 
the ſea divided, (being agitated by a mighty ſhock 
of the earth, which was accompanied with moſt aw- 
ful thunderings and lightenings :) t and the Iſrae- 
lites, at the command of God, marched through, 
but the Egyptians (like the infidels of our day) at- 
tributing this wonderful miracle to chance, or com- 
mon providence, followed after, and were all drown- 
ed in the ſea; a puniſhment which the Lord, in 
Juſtice, brought upon them for their unnatural 
edict, in drowning the Hebrew children, and for 
all 


+ The ſacred writer, perhaps, may not have mentioned the 
account of this tempeſt here, nor the manner in which God was 
© pleaſed to divide the waters; but if we compare Pſal. xviu, 
from ver. 6. to 21, and Pſal. Ixxvii. 16 to the end, with exiv. 
no doubt can ariſe, but this was the caſes 
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„ 
all their other cruelties exerciſed over thoſe people; 
ice Pſal. vii. 15, 16. Ivii. 6. xciv. 23. Let this 
be a caution to all thoſe who oppoſe the worſhip of 
God, leſt they ſhare a ſimilar puniſhment. 


Havinc beheld the wonderful works of God in 
ſerving them, they rejoiced, and gave God the 
glory, as you may find at large in Chap. xv. Then 
Moſes brought Iirael ſrom the red ſea into the wil- 
derneſs, ver. 22. where they travelled three days 
and found no water to drink : and when they came 
to Marah, they could not drink of the waters, be- 
cauſe they were bitter. So it frequently happens 
to the ſoul : for though the Lord, by his ſpirit, has 
led the chriſtian out of his ſpiritual bondage, and 
fully convinced him that the blood of Chriſt cleanſ- 
eth from all ſin; and though, by faith, he has been 
led through the red ſea of Chriſt's blood, yet a three 
Cays* journey into the wilderneſs of this world leads 
him to drink of the waters of Marah. Something 
of the old nature ſtill remains; and the foul finds 
the duties of religion exceedingly bitter at ſuch a 


time. — Perhaps the chriſtian, after ſeeing his ene- 


mies drowned, may think it an eaſy taſk to walk 
through the wilderneſs in his own ſtrength; or he 
may bedrawn aſide to hear preachers that ſet up good 
works in oppoſition to Chriſt ; and this, to the true 
believer, will be exceedingly bitter. Many other 
| inſtances 


e 
inſtances the believer meets with that are bitter in- 
deed; and unbelief begins to murmur : yet when 
faith prevails, the believer has freſh views of Jeſus 
as a crucified Redeemer, as ver. 25, every trouble 
brings with it deliverance, and all from the ſame 
indulgent hand. 


« Behold the living fountain flaws 
« In fireams as various as your wes,” Warts. 


Tur fountains and palm trees at Elam, may 
perhaps repreſent the peaceable ſituation of the 
mind, when under the word preached in its purity. 
— Yet after ſuch extraordinary diſcoveries of his 
love, the ſoul is too often elevated, and ſpiritual 
pride creeps in. Then it is neceſſary for us to be 
led forth from ſuch delightful ſituations, in order 
to humble us; and we are led into a barren land, 
where there is a ſcarcity of goſpel ordinances, 
to let us feel the want of heavenly - bread, 
that we may learn to prize thoſe comforts the 
Lord beſtows upon us; and at the ſame time, 

5 to place our whole dependence upon him: and 
1 ſometimes this happens in a literal ſenſe, for be- 
levers are often brought into great ſtraits and diffi- 
culties in worldly affairs, to humble them, and 
to make them leave caring for the world, that 
they may in time ſay with Paul, I count all things 
but droſs and dung, in compariſon of Chriſt.“ — 

D Farin 
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Having ſenſibly felt their hunger, the Lord quickly 
ſends relief, and rains down the manna of his love; 
and the ſoul, all humble and adoring, gathers it 
with the hand of faith : yet none gathers a ſuffi- 
ciency for the morrow. The ſtrong in faith ga- 
ther but their homer full; nor is the weak in want; 
each gets a ſufficiency, agreeable to God's word. 
As thy day is, fo is thy ſtrength.” But thoſe who 
lay up for the morrow meet with a ſad diſappoint- 
ment: it breeds worms, and ſtinks. So it is with 
Profeſſors, who through idleneſs and Juke-warm- 
nels, content themſelves, wholly, with living on 
former experiences and frames of mind; ſuch, 
I ſay, will certainly be fatally diſappointed; that 
which before was their comfort, will now turn 
a worm to theic conſcience, and eat up their hopes 
of eternal ſalvation, and their former hypocritical 
profeſſion will ſtink in the noſtrils of an Holy 
God. — Beware, O man! whoever thou art, and 
be ſeeking, by every mean, freſh manifeſtations of 
his. love; ſo-ſhall your ſoul be fed with the heavenly 
food, till you come to the borders of the heavenly 
| Canaan, — Chap. xvii. ſhews us how dangerous it 
is to depart from the ordinances of God into the 
world. Vet it muſt be ſo : we are not yet through 
this howling wilderneſs ; it is our duty to march for- 
ward; our families muſt be provided for, and every 
honeſt 
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honeſt mean ought to be uſed for their ſupport and 
comfort. Yet, if we purſue thoſe means with too 
much ardour, our thoughts are often drawn 
from God, and we ſoon feel the bad effects of our 
back-ſliding. The Lord withdraws his preſence, 
and the ſoul is ſoon famiſhed with thirſt. — Now 
he looks to the miniſter or perhaps to ſome friend» 
rather than to Jeſus Chriſt : he complains of the 
hardneſs of his caſe, rather than the hardneſs of his 
heart; he murmurs and repines: yet the Lord, 
who is rich in mercy, provides a relief. — The 
waters flow from the rock in great abundance. 
Ver. 6. Such repeated ingratitude requires chaſ- 
tiſement, and the Lord is pleaſed to ſuffer Amalek 
(i. e.) the men of the world, to fight againſt him. 


Ver. 8. 


Tux chriſtian's conduct, imperfect as it is, al- 


ways gives offence to the world, and generally meets 


with oppoſition from worldly men. In this caſe it 
is the chriſtian's duty to fight,“ though utterly un- 


able 


* Perhaps, no part of the chriſtian's conduct in worldly 


matters requires more ſerious attention than this. 


A conten« 


tious wrangling profeſſor is a ſcandal to religion, and ought 
to be diſcountenanced by all who make a profeſſion : for Chriſt 
hath ſaid, ** Tf a man ſmite thee on the right cheek, turn to 


D 2 


away thy coat, let him have thy cloak alſo.” 
conceive, that a chriſtian ought to act in a public capacity 


him the other; and if a man ſue thee at the law and take 
Yet I humbly 


with 
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able in himſelf; yet when he fights and prays, he is 
ſure to prevail, 3 


BEFORE 


with a ſtrict eye to juſtiee. If he is a magiſtrate, he ought to 
deliver them that are oppreſſed, without paying any regard to 
party diſputes, or favor to the oppreſſor, however great he 
may be in the eſteem of worldly men. If he be called upon 
a jury, to give his verdict upon any particular cauſe, he ought 
{ftriQly to enquire into the merits of it; and after well weigh« 
ing the matter, and comparing it with the law of God, and his 
country, he ought to give in his verdid acccrdingly, without 
reſerve, though he may be brow-beaten by the judge who fits 
on the bench. —I rejdice to think that we till have a ſeè in this 


corruptand venal age, who have acted in this upright manner, 


May they till be enabled to perſevere, and diſdain the very 
thoughts of accepting a bribe. — On the other hand, my 
very ſoul recoils at the thoughts of the baſeneſs and meanneſs 
of others, who for the ſake of places of profit, or through fear 
of offending, have been active inſiruments in oppreſling and 


perſecuting the true believers in Chriſt : not to mention the 


fury of a Jefferies, nor the luke-warmneſs of an Hale. Where 
will thoſe time-ſerving creatures appear, who ſo actively 
executed the warrants of diſtreſs on our venerable forefathers ? 
And what muſt be the feelings of ſome, who act under the 
character of conſtable in our day, (if they would allow them- 
ſelves time for a little reflection,) who ſwallow down oaths at 


every petty ſeſſions, as they do their liquor after dinner? 


Ir 


is pity that oaths ſhould be required upon every ſmall affair, 
And I am ſorry that our magiſtrates do not caution ignorant 
people, more than they do, about the nature of an oath. It is 


not my buſineſs to direct in national affairs, but I cannot help 


thinking but that a ſmall penalty would operate more force. 
ably upon the minds of ſuch men, as are now under confider- 
ation, than the preſent mode of oaths. — I have noticed this 
laſt clauſe here, as I know ſeveral ſerious men, who have been 
obliged to ſerve this diſagreeable office; and on account of 
others complying, have done it themſelves ; whereby their con- 
ſciences are burdened, and their peace much diſturbed, — Let 
me tell ſuch, that they ought to pay a ſtrict attention to the 
word of God, and not trifle with oaths. Let them remember 
that our venerable fore-fathers purchaſed our freedom at a 


dear rate, and that if we comply in every punctilio with the 
3 cuſtom 


„ 
Berore I quit this head, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew ſomething of the cauſe of this war, between 
the men of the world, and the chriſtian, When 
diſtinguiſhing grace has reached the heart, and led 
the believer from one degree of grace to another; 
he begins to feel for others, and is ſorely grieved 
to hear the word of God evil ſpoken of, and his 
holy name blaſphemed. Hence, he reproves the 
ſwearer, the liar, and ſabbath- breaker: and if he 
is a man of property, he reſcues the poor from the 
oppreſſor; in a word, he diſdains to walk after the 
cuſtom of this world, but makes the word of God 
the rule of his conduct. This being ſo oppoſite to 
worldly men, they are often complaining againſt 
him; and in a variety of ways, they are attacking 
the chriſtian : Sometimes, in his character, by mag- 
nifying ſome of the good man's imperfections, or, 
by raiſing falſe and ſcandalous reports, with a de- 
ſign to injure him; at other times they endeavour 
to bring him into difficulties, by ſetting others 
| againſt 


cuſtom of the times, we bid fair to oſe thoſe privileges ſuch 
venerable men thought dearer than ite.— I cannot help think- 
ing, that it men would act more firmly and uprigbtly in our 
courts of judicature, we ſhould ſoun have thoſe ſhackles taken 
off, which have o unjuſtly fettered the D ſſenters, and marked 
them as unworthy of truſt in national affairs. — I have no 
wiſh to fe Diſſenters craving after things of this kind; but 
ſurely, it is no credit to this kingdom, that the greater half 
of the inhabi:ants, ſhould be forbid, by law, to ſerve thei ſu- 
vereign ; when i: evidently appears, that their principles are 
the only ones which favor and ſupport his government. 
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againſt him that are his friends, and with whom he 


may have ſuch dealings, that the very ſupport of 


his family may ſeem to hang upon their conduct 
towards him: but if the chriſtian does but pray 
as well as fight, he will ſurely prevail. He may, 
indeed, loſe his farm, or his ſhop, or his particular 
cuſtomers, but“ none ſhall forſake houſe, or lands, 
for my name's ſake,” ſaith Jeſus, © but ſhall receive 
an hundredfold more in this world, and in the end 
everlaſting life.” 


Cray. xviii. informs us of Jethro's coming to 
Moſes, &c. Now while the Lord is thus exerciſing 
his followers, the neighbourhood is®bften much 
alarmed with the report of fanaticks, puritaniſm, 
ſeparatiſts, non-conformiſts, and methodiſts, (for 
each have had their term) and the followers of the 
humble Jeſus, have been reviled in this manner, 
more or leſs, in all ages: and after the ſoul has 
been much exerciſed, the report reaches diſtant 
profeſſors, who, in imitation of Jethro, pay them 
a viſit, and give them wholeſome inſtructions. 
They bleſs God for their deliverance, and attribute 
the glory to him alone: and though, perhaps, 
they may not agree exactly in the ceremonial part 


of the worſhip of God, yet they worſhip together, 


and eat together too: a ſufficient reaſon, to me, 
for the practice of mixed communion, providing 
the 
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the communicants do but agree in the fundamental 

articles of the chriſtian faith. And, if we obſerve 
the converſation that follows in this Chap. as ver. 

17, and ſo on, it ſeems to me, that the moſt ortho- 
dpx miniſter need not be above receiving inſtruc- 

tion; though it may ſeem that others, in ſome 
caſes, may not be altogether ſo conſiſtent as 
themſelves, — No doubt but Jethro fell ſhort of 
Moſes in wiſdom, both as a miniſter and a legiſla. 
tor; yet Moſes receives Jethro's advice in the ap- 
pointment of the Jewiſh ſanhedrim : and God, upon 
the enquiry of Moſes, was pleaſed to countenance the 
plan. — The advantage of chriſtian couverſation, is 
a great mean to heighten our zeal, and to enlighten 
devotion ; and here we ſee the effects of it, to the 
end of this Chap. But let it be here obſerved, that 
though I ſaid this might be conſidered as a reaſon 
for free communion, yet, I think that the commu- 
nicants ought to know ſomething of each other's 
leading principles; as there is no doubt but Moſes 
well knew thoſe of Jethro's. I mention this, be- 
Z cauſe ſome, of late, have carried their notions ſo 
fr reſpecting free communion, that they deny the 
authority of the church, in requiring ſuch infor- 
mation: but, I think it is one thing to be forced 
into a communion, and, another to have a deſire 
to be admitted. But this is not the place for hand- 


ling ſuch diſputes, — We now come to Chap. xix. 
where 
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where Moſes is commanded to prepare the people 
for the hearing and receiving the law; which was 
delivered to them by fearful ſigns, as ver. 18, to 
the end; ſhewing to them, that the Lord who com- 
manded them to obey his law, was able to puniſh 
their diſobedience. And here I would obſerve, that 
though the Lord was pleaſed to ſpeak to Moles, in 
plain language, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend, yet, 
there was no ſimilitude or likeneſs ſeen; ſo that 
it muſt be the groſſeſt fin to pretend to worſhip 
under any form. And, in this reſpect, it ſeems 
evident, that the roman catholicks have no foun- 
dation in the word of God, for the practice of ſet- 
ting up images, and bowing down to them; ſee 
the firſt and ſecond commandments, Chap. xx. 4, 
5, 6. which expreſsly contradict that diabolical 
practice; and may the Lord, of his infinite good- 
neſs and mercy, grant, that all who profels the reli. 
gion of Jeſus, may be kept from ſuch wicked and 
pernicious practices. 


Lr us now take a view of the law, as it ſtands 
recorded in Chap. xx. The law,” faith St. Paul, 
«is our ſchool-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt.” 
Gal. iii. 24. Firſt, the law teacheth perfect obedi- 
ence, ſaying, Do this and live ;” and *Curſed is every 
one that continueth not 1n all things that are written 
in the book of the law,” Gal. iii. 10. Look then, O 

| man! 
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man, whoevvr thou art, and ſee if thou canſt fulfil 
this law. Take a view of its contents. Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, nuthy nciyhbour as thyſelf.“ 
— He that thinks that he has done this, knows but 
little of his own heartz as you may oblerve by the 
conduct of one of this ſtamp in Mark's goſpel, 
Chap. x. 22. — Again, didſt thou never take the 
name of God in vain? reflect but for a moment 
upon your paſt converlation, How. often has, h's 
holy name fallen from your polluted lips, in a care- 
leſs indifferent manner? have you never called upon 
God to bear witneſs to a lye? have you never men- 
tioned his name, to give colour to {ome bale de- 
ſign, or added it to ſome dreadful oath or impie- 
cation? — If thou haſt; and l am ſure thy conſcience 
will tell thee that thou haſt ; how canſt thou expect 
ſalvation by the law? for James tells us in his 
Epiſtle, that & he that offendeth but in one point, is 
guilty of all.“ Chap. ii. 10.— And if you have 
broken the law, you have offended againſt an 10h | 
nite God, an you, as a finite creature, cannot make 
ſatisfaction to infinite Juſtice for ſuch ; a breach; con- 
ſequently you muſt lie under the penalties of the law, | 
which is death, — © he Wages of fin” (faith P aul) 
Lis d. ath.” Ram. vi. 23. — By the like role, you 
may compare .your paſt and preſent conduct” with 
al. the otucet commandments, and ee if you have 

| E e 
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not broke all of them, either in thcught, word, cr 


deed, I ſhall paſs over all the reſt, and leave them 
to your moſt retired moments, and only take 


ſome notice of the 10th. Thou ſhalt not cover, 
&c, &c. Where is the man, that can ſay before 
God, the ſearcher of heatts, that he never coveted 
any thing of his neighbour's ? Did you never covet 
his farm, his wife, his ſervants? &c. &c. Did you 
never ſay in your heart, was that adjoining field 
laid to mine, how advantageous would it be to me : 
was I fituated in that ſhop, or poſſeſſed of ſuch or 
ſuch a warehouſe, that commands ſuch and ſuch a 
place, I ſhould then be happy? One moment's cool 
reflection would tell you, that you are guilty of 
many of thoſe things: — conſequently a breaker of 
the law. — You will then ſay perhaps with the apo- 
ſtles «Who then ſhall be ſaved?” I anſwer, all thoſe 
who believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, You ſay» 
how? Anſwer, it has already been obſerved in the 
remarks on the 12th. Chap. But as man is ſo de- 
ſirous of becoming his own ſaviour, I ſhall in this 
Place take notice of this important ſubject. — When 
the Lord was pleaſed to create man, he created him 
in his own image; but as God is the fountain of 
wiſdom, knowing all things, he knew that man 
would fall from that holy ſtate in which he was cre- 
ated, and therefore the bleſſed trinity, God the Father, 


Ms £4 Son and Holy Ghoſt, conſulting on this matter (if I 


may 
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may be allowed the expreſſion ||) God the Son cove. 
nanted with the Father, and the bleſſed ſpirit, to 
eome into the world to take man's nature upon him, 
to fulfil the law} which ſhould be delivered to 
man, both in thought, word, and deed; afterwards 
to give himſelf up to the death of the croſs, as a ſa- 
crifice for ſin. — Now Jeſus Chriſt, being f God as 
well as man, was able to do this great work : ac- 
cordingly, in the fulneſs of time, Chriſt came, and 
fulfilled all righteouſneſs, and gave himſelf willing- 
ly to the ſtroke of divine juſtice; and io offered up 
his own life for the fins of his people, as a 5 ſatis- 
faction to God the Father, for the diſhonour men 
had done to his law. Now this ſatisfaction being 
made by Jeſus Chriſt, who being both God and 
man, (as has been obſerved already) it was an in- 
finite ſatisfaction, and conſequently acceptable in 
the ſight of an infinite God.* It was the fulfil- 
ment of that covenant engagement made between 
* God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, before the 
| n | foundation of the world. | Hence ariſes the chriſ- 
tian's conſolation; finding himſelf utteriy unable 
do fulfil the law himſelf, his faith directs him to the 
'£ Lord 


|] This expreſſion I know does not ſuit many at this time of 
day, but I chink the method of creation where God works 
progreflively, ſufficiently juſtifies the idea. See alio Watt's 
Lyric Poems. Page 63. 

} Mat v. 17. + John i. 1. Heb. i. 8. & John, xiii. 13. N 
$ Rom. iv. 25. Heb, ix. 12 to 14. 26 and 28. Mat, 
XVI. Ho Heb, vi. 26. ll I Pet, i. 29. 
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Lord ſeſus Chriſt, where he finds an all- ſufficient 
Saviour, who is able to fave to the ut ermoſt. He 

finds that righteouſueſs which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

wrought out by his obedience I imputed to him; 
whilſt thet precious blood which was ſhed on the 
croſe, is by faith ſprinkled upon the conſcience, 

cleauſingg the ſaul from dead works to ſerve the liv- 

ing God; not like the holy water which che Ro- 


men priefts ſprinkle upon the bodies of their hearers 


outwzrd'y, but inwardly applied by the Holy 
Gholi, agreeable to the words oi Jeſus Chriſt, be »hn 
xv. 26. and xvi. 13. 


Tavs, having taken a ſhort vie of the holineſs 
and extent of the law, of man's inſufficiency to ful- 
fil the ſame, in point ot his own Juſtification; and 
having likewiſe endeavoured to lead the ſoul to 
Jeius. Chriſt, where alone he mult rece ve ſalv ition, 
or periſh everlaſtingly z I ſhall now return to Chaps. 
xix. and xx. of Exodus. Here we find that the Iſ- 
raclites had already travelled three months ſince their 
departure from Ex 2ypt: they had in a vaticty of in- 
| Nances, experien ed the goouncls of God, towards 
them; yet it ſeems neceſſary that they ſhould have 
ſome further bnowiedge of the holineſs of 
God, and of the extent of his law. — Hence, the 
Lord not only delivers the law to them, but he ap- 

r 
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pears to them in all the majeſty and grandeur that 
moꝛ tals, in this frail ſtate are capable of beholding. 
— View the account, ve. earthly monarchs, and 
4-arn to think ſoberly of yourſclves! See in what 
ſolemn pomp the great Jehovah appears. His 


chariot, a pitchy cloud — His advanced guards, 


the forked lightnings — While the loud thunders 
awfully proclaim his dreadful approach, even the 
ſtupendous mountain totters to its very foundation, 
and ſeems to, wait his awtul word, to fink it into 
its ancient nothingnels:. while Moſes, that highly 
favoured ſervant, exceedingly fears and * quakes, 
Now we find the Iſraelites loſe: all their for wer 


courage; they no ſooner ſce this wonderful fight, 


but pal-nefs fits upon every chcek they dilown all 


fancicd merit and ſelt-fufficiency: they hac l d 


to fulfil his f commands hut now they ſaw their 
miſtake; they crave a Þ Mediator, left they ſhou!d 
be conſumed with the burning mountain. — Tiem- 
bie, O my ſoul, at the thoughts of offending ſuch a 
God as this! If his appearance is thus —_ when 
revealing his mind and will, what will it be when 
he comes to take vengeance on thoſe who have diſ-. 
obeyed his moſt holy commands, and delighted in 
breaking his laws. Let this be a caution to mi- 


niſters 


* 3 xii. 21, - + Exod. xix. 8. f Exod. xx 19. 


U Piat. ii. 5. 6, 7. See alic that admirable Poem of Dr. 
Watts' * Lyric Poems, P. 33. 
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niſters of the goſpel, teſt they forget to point out 
the terrors of the law. — Many of their hearers may 
appear to have high notions of the doctrines of the 
goſpel; yet, to their ſhame be it ſpoken, their life 
and converſation belies their profeſſion, and plainly 
informs us, that there is no religion in them, but 
what there is in their heads. — Let us remember 
that chriſtianity teaches us to deny ourſelves ; like- 
wiſe that God, out of Chriſt, is a conſuming fire“. 


AFTER the delivery of the moral law, the cere- 
monial law was delivered to inſtruct them in their 
worſhip; to teach them ſound policy, both in church 
and ſtate, and to point out to them the true Meſſiah , 
the antitype of which, their ceremonies and ſacrifi- 
ces all alluded to; and this may inform us, that 
profeſſors ought to have their ſocieties under proper 
regulations; but beware, leſt in this, you take more 
delight in the ordinances of men, than in the com- 
mandments of God, — Of theſe ceremonies and in- 
ſtitutions, ſee Chap. xxxi to xxxii. But obſerve, that 
though I ſay ſocieties ought to be under proper regu- 
lations, I do not mean that they ought to oblerve 
thele very ceremonies, for they were all aboliſhed in 
+ Chriſt, Tei I believe that chriſtians ought to Þ aſ- 
ſemble themſelves, and to form ſocieties or churches; 
Wuich ſecieties or churches ought to be go- 

verned 


+ Heb. xii. 9. + Dan, ix. 27. Jo. xix. 30. Acts xv: 
The whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Toi and Titus. 
+ Heb, x. 25. 
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verned by the rule of God's word, which appears 


exceeding plain in all thoſe paſſages before alluded 
to, 


Exop. Chap. xxxii. Here we ſee how ſoon they 
fell from the worſhip of the true God in the abſence 
of Moſes, and made themſelves an image af ter the 
manner of Egypt, even to worſhip it, &c. And 
likewiſe how the Lord refuſed to go with them on 
account of their committing this heinous offence. 
Let this be a caution to miniſters, who through fear 
of offending their hearers, negle& to reprove fin, 
leſt, like Aaron, they are excluded the benefit of en- 
tering into the promiſed land. Beware, O hearers! 
leſt ſuch dreadful fins ſhould require the acquieſcence 
of your neareſt friends in your damnation. Ver. 26 
to 30. 


Cap. xxxiii, amongſt other things, informs us 
of the defire Moles had to ſee the Lord. But, alas! 
ſin has ſo far defiled the beſt of men, that they can- 
not, while in the fleſh, behold the Lord in full ma- 
jeſty, and live. But here we ſee the Lord, in ſome 
meaſure, anſwering the deſires of his ſervant, as ver. 
Ig to 21, — ©] will put thee in a clitt of the rock“. 
A beautiful emblem of the Lord Jeius Chriſt, For 
how ſhall man, vile man, approach an holy God, un- 
leſs he is put *in the clift of the rock,” Chriſt Jeſus; 

that 
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that clife which was made by the Roman ſpear, 
nich ſpilled the precious blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Havinc already ſpoken ſomething of the law, 
it may be unneceſſary to ſay any thing further from 
the book of Exodus, as tae remaining part does not 
appear to anſwer the deſign we have in view; which 
is to compare the Journeyings of the Iſraelites to the 
experience of a believer in Chriſt, except it be 
Chap. xxxv. 21. And every one whoſe heart was 
opened,” &. &c. — Now I believe it is the duty of 
every chriſtian, according to his ability, to admini- 
ſter to the building of, or repairing religious houſcs, 
and what may be thought neceſſary towards the ſup- 
port of the goſpel. — But though we paſs it over for 
the before-mentioned reaſons, yet we would adviſe our 
readers to keep a ſtrict eye upon it, and likewiſe 
upon the whole of Leviticus, to remind them of 
| God's hatred to fin, and of the need we all ſtand 
in, of the blood of Chriſt, to cleanſe us from our 
daily defilements. coi 


Wx now come to ſome particular caſes, which we 
conſider under the character of church and nationa{. 

troubles, The firſt of which we intend to notice, 
is that awful account we have in the 1oth. Chapter 
of Leviticus, of the death of Nadab and Abihu, 
two of Aarui's ſons, who, notwithſtanding their 
cleat 
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tledr call to the prieſthood; yet in attempting to 
make innovations in the worſhip of God, were de- 
voured by fire from the Lord, — Let this be a cau- 
tion, both to miniſters and people, to keep cloſe to 
the written word of God, and never. defile their 
conſcience by wordly traditions, however plauſible 
they may appear to ſone. Take heed, ye young 
miniſters, how ye handle the word of God, wien 
you deliver your confeſſions of faith, and give place 
to the word of God, rather than to party names. 
Be not haſty in falling in with one ſcheme, and re- 
jecting another: it is not Calvin, or Luther, that 
will be your Saviour, or Jucge | but God, who 
watches over you with a jc alous ye. It you aflur.e 
his prerogative, although you may efcape the like 
puniſhment in this world, remember the day com- 
eth which ſhall burn as an oven; when all the proud, 
and all that do wickedly, ſhall be burnt up, &c, 

Mal. iv. alſo 1 Col. iii. 13, 


Levir. Chap. xiv. 10 to 17, gives us an 
account of the unhappy conſequences of prot: ſling 
people inter-marrying with * unbelieyers. — An 

Ifrachtiſh 


4 This, like many others in he chriſtian life, is a matter 
of ſerious concern, and nearly amouvts oa paradox; few, 
very few of our youch, have much religion betore the time 
they entertain thyuugh.s of Oy z jet out of thete inch 

ttle 
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Iſraelitiſn woman having married an Egyptian, it 
ſeems they had a fon, *and the ſon of the Liraelitiſh 
woman ſtrove with a man of [Iſrael in the camp; 
and the ſon of the Iſraelitiſn woman blaſphemed the 
name of the Lord, and curſed.” Here obſerve that 
the Holy Ghoſt, to convince us of the error of ſuch 
mixed martiages, gives us the name of the woman, 
who thus married contrary to the advice of their pi- 
ous anceſtors (which was afterward confirmed by 
the Moſaic inſtitution) fixing, as it were, an everlaſt- 
ing ſhame upon her; and note, ſhe was of the 
tribe of Dan, who was one of Jacob's ſons, by his 
concubine Bilhah, —< Now the man was put inward, 


that the mind of the Lord might be ſhewed them.” 


This ſeems to point out to us the propriety of church 
diſcipline; and I cannot help thinking, but that the 
elders of every church ought carefully to inſpect in- 

by to 
little regard is paid to the education or profeſſion of tne in« 


tended partner. — A Diſſenter can marry a rich young wo- 


man, —_ ſhe be brought up at the church and dancing 
ſchool: and ſo can a Church-man marry a Diſſenter's daugh- 


ter if there is but plenty of money, though perhaps he has 


been taught all his life time to ſneer at the old man's fingu- 
larity in religion. —I confeſs that no general rule can be laid 
down in this reſpect, for there are many formal profeſſors of 
all perſuaſions; and it is not enough to ſeek for a parner 
who has had a ſimilar education in religious matters with 
yourſelf, but to ſeck whether ſhe is earneſt in that profeſſion : 
if ſuch cannot be found, a ſober perſon of another perſuafion, 
by education, who is liberal in ſentiment, may become in 
time the moſt religious. See Ruth and many others, 


„ 
to matters of this kind, and to ſpeak frequently to 
the youth upon ſuch ſubjects, as well as to the pa- 
rents, who, at leaſt, ought to give their children 
proper inſtructions on this head, ®*Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together,“ ſays St. Paul; and if any 
ſhould remain obſtinate, the church ought to paſs 
a cenſure upon them; at the ſame time to let them 
know, that it is the mind of the Lord; by reading 


over ſuitable portions of ſcripture, not only for their 


inſtruction, but that others may alſo hear and fear: 
but if there are ſigns of repentance, reſtore ſuch 
again. See 2 Cor, ii. But at the ſame time ſee 
that (in the judgement of charity) their repentance 
is ſincere, for formality is the very bane of religion. 


Muc might be ſaid of the numbering and mar- 
ſhalling the Iſraelites, as deſcribed in Num. i. ii. but 
as it may ſeem to ſome to be more of a national con- 
cern, little will be ſaid here upon that; yet let us ob- 
ſerve, that it is our duty to *{ubmit toevery ordinance 
of man, for the Lord's ſake,” providing it be not con- 
trary to the revealed will of God. And it would be 
well if thoſe to whom the management of national af 
fairs is committed, if they would but make the word 
of God their ſtudy; as they might undoubtedly find 
ſufficient inſtruction to qualify them for thoſe great 
and important ſervices, far beyond what they re- 

F 2 ceive 


—— 


— 
© 4 
— — - — ” * n 2 8 * — * * 
— — = = - + — = — — — * — * 
* * - — > * 7 — = — 
3 23 - . | - * Sr — 92 = ä — * * — 
* — — 8 Mo -_ *- * APE” ot * — 4% 2 - * — —— 2 a - * — Pre 
- - * : p — — <—_—_ — 8 . — — 
a . - . 2 > — = - - 
— — — py — — — — 
* * 


- 4 
- — 


— 
OE 


— 4 


— > 
_— ——— 


— 


1 


ö 
{ 
| 


: 
{4 
'Y 
* 


( 28 ) 

ceive from the moſt accompliſhed politicians of the 
age, who neglect the word of God for Ariſtotle, 
Voltaire, or Cheſterfield. This I think is ſuffici- 
ently illuſtrated by the ſtory of Dathan and Abiram. 
Chap. xvi. 5. Here you find the holy man of God 
meeting a factious band, in all the meekneſs and 
geatleneſs of his character making his grand ap- 
peal to heaven, and adds, © to-morrow the Lord will 
ſhew who are his,” Would the politicians of this 
age follow his examp'e, the ſpirit of party, which 
has ſo long diſgraced tie Britiſh ſenate, would ſoon 
begin to hide it's head, — © 1 have not taken one aſs 
from them,” as a bribe, **ncither have J hurt one of 
them by unjuſt judgement,” is the declaration of the 
holy man, 


*Beware then, O reader, how you engage 
in party matters; nay, rather ſeparate yourlelves 
from 

i 


* Although I ſay beware how you ent age in party diſputes, 
yer 1 do not ſay (n'r ac vile others to ſay) that paſſive obedi- 
ence and non-refiſtarce, are doctrines founded on truth; 
Wiine's the caſe of David, ſy Jeboiada's conduct, 2 Chron, 
XXiii, No dcubt in the leaſt ariſes in my mind, but that 
according to the c«nſtitutional laws of this kinguom, that 
the king is bound to abide by the laws, and never to infringe 
upon the |1:berties of the ſubject, no more than the ſubject 
enn invade the prer: gative of the crown, A ſtrict eye upon 
theſe will direct the good man how to act. Let it be the 
laws of his cou./trv,' wiich ade founded upon equity ard 
truth, that he v nepaies in all mat'ers of diſpute, and rot a 
parry of deſigning men, whoſe only aim is to make their tors 


* 


uncs, or aggrandize thei families. - 
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from amongſt them, leſt ye be conſumed in their 
iniquity. Read the whole ſtory. It ſeems that 
Korah invaded the prieſts? office, while Dathan and 
Abiram ſought for the government, as being de- 
ſcended from Reuben, ja ob's eldeſt fon. And it 
is a well known fact, that the clergy in this king- 
dom have often been found too forward in matters 
of this kind. St. Peter's chair, a Cardinal's cap, or 
a Biſhop's ſee, are objects ſo deſirable to a carnal 
and ambitious mind, that the contending candidates 
have often raiſed ſuch a ſtorm, which has ſwallowed 
up many a city in this and the neighbouring king- 
doms. But, alas! like them on the morrow, we 
rebel. Earthquakes, fires, ſtorms, &c. &c. are 
all conſidered as common accidents of time and 
chance by the world at large, rather than the juſt 
judgements of an angry God upon a guilty world. 
O! the depravity of the heart, what a mercy it is to 
have afthction ſanctificd; if not, one trouble only 
makes way f.r another. — O! England! England! 
jet paſt experience teach thee wiſdom, leſt thou 
ſhouldeſt experience once more ſuch dreadful viſita- 
tions 

+ Theſe obſervations were made by the author ſome little 
time after he late riot in London. The paſt viſitations 
which moſt occurred to his mird, were the plague in 1665, 
and tbe great fire in 1666; b th which, undoubtedly, were 
tokens of God's diſplealute againit this kingdom, tor the 


blood Which was ſhed in the civil wars, and the perſecutions 
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tions as in time paſt, when God, in great anger, 
made inquiſition for blood. 


* * 


Bur I mult leave ſtate matters to thoſe more im- 
mediately concerned with them, and return to the 
church of God. Let it be obſerved then, that the 
numbering and marſhalling the Iſraelites (Num, i. 
2.) may have an alluſion to the government of a 
chriſtian church. The ſtrong in faith muſt lead the 
van; experience muſt cloſe the rear, * Judah is 
a lion's whelp: from the prey my ſon, thou art 
gone up,” &c. &c. Gen. xlix. 9, 10, 11. Dan 
ſhall judge his people as one of the tribes: Dan 
ſhall be as a ſerpent in the way,” &c. ib. 16, 17. 
Let none therefore raſhly hurry themſelves into 


offices in the church, without well conſidering what 


they are about; nor attempt things beyond their 
abilities and qualifications. Rather “ [trive to 
make your calling and election ſure.“ Let every 


member in the church take their proper places and 


ſtations — Paul, who was ſo much qualified and 
owned as a preacher, left Titus in Crete to ſet things 
in order: the youth might be well aquainted with 

thoſe 


which were carried on againſt the Non-conformiſts and others, 
about tbat ine. 1 know the tormer 18 geveraily laid upon 
the Difleaters, becaule it is ſaid they murdered the king: 
but witho.:: entering upon hat diſpots, if the church of 
En, and Rome, loſt a king, the cauſe of freedom, may I not 


ian religion too, loſt a Hambden- 


(gt 


thoſe matters; though young in years, he might be 


old in experience: though little aquainted with the 
world, he might well underſtand religious diſcipline, 
and conſequently might with propriety be left to 
ſettle thoſe matters which Paul had left unfiniſhed. 
And thus we fee * Paul the aged, the old veteran, 
(if I may be allowed ſuch an expreſſion) leading the 


van, and beating up the head quarters of the ene- 


my, while James and others wait at Jeruſalem to re- 
gulate the affairs of the church, and jnſtruQ the new 
converts in their further enquiries : and as the camp 
is cleanſed and purged from uncleanneſs, fo muſt 
the church of God. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. Titus ii. 12, 
13, 14. Be ye clean that bear the veſſels of the 
Lord:” but in doing this, ſometimes the miniſters 
or elders meet with much diſturbance, even from 
their own friends, whilſt others, who look too much 
upon their miniſters, almoſt attempt to hinder the 
very working of the ſpirit of God in others, who ap. 
pear to be called to the work of the miniſtry z wit- 


neſs, when Eldad and Medad propheſied; Joſhua, 


though a choſen ſervant of God, feared leſt the credit 
of 


* I would not be underſtood here, that Paul's -fervices 
were more meritorious than others of the miniſtry, as in him- 
ſelf, nor do I think him leſs qualified to build up churches 
than Titus, or the others before-mentioned. Witneſs his epi- 
ſtle to that young miniſter. But want of experience of the 
world, might diſqualify him for preaching amongſt the un- 
converted in ſuch an awakening manner, 
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of Moſes ſhould be leſſened in the eyes of the people? 
but the huniility of Moſes taught him better. Would 
to Go (ſaith he) that all the Lord's people were 
prophets.“ On the other hand, Miriam and Aaton, 
contend with the man of God, and attempt to aggra- 
vate crimes, which undoubtedly were bitter to the 
good man years before; or perhaps conſtrue things 
into crimes which he, for wile reaſons, was 
permitted, or perhaps in a miracalous way, even 
conſtrained to do. See Chap. xi, xii. of Numbers; 


HFavixd followed the Iſraelites in their travels 
through the wilderneſs, near to the f uthern borders 
of Canaan, where, on account of their frequent rebel- 
lions and unbelief, the Lord permits them to ſpy 
out the land, — Bur, alas! ſee how human wiſdo n 
creeps in, and unbelief prevails. Some indeed ſaid: 
it is a good land, it floweth with milk and honey, 
and this (referring to the bunch of grapes) is the 
fruit of it. Num. xiii. 27. But there are giants in the 
way. Others raiſe an evil report of the good land. 
ver. 32. So it is with formal profeſſors, who, not- 
wichſtanding they have accompanied the children 
of God thus far in their walk, yet they attempt to 
deſcry the heavenly Canaan by the eye of reaſon, 
and neglect to ſeek it by prayer and ſupplieation. 
Therefore the Lord leaves them, as it is ſaid in the 


Acts 


(34 ) 


Acts of the Apoſtles. © Hearing ye ſhall hear 
and not underſtand.” &c. And in Theſſalonians, 
will ſend them ſtrong delufions, that they ſhall 
believe a lie, that they all might be damned, who 
believed not the truth.“ &c. And again, a deceived 
heart hath turned him afide.” — When an ill report 
is thus raiſed of the good land, O! what a mourn- 
ing it cauſes in the church; and though there be a 
Caleb, and a Joſhua left, who are kept by the power 
of God i, yet they begin to deſpiſe their advice, and 
almoſt threaten to ſtone them. — On the other hand, 
when the Iſraelite indeed, views by faith the hea- 
venly land, and ſees nothing but Jordan between, 
his heart is raviſhed with the grapes of Eſchol, 
which are plucked by the hand of faith. Yet when we 
let carnal reaſon into our minds, when we diſcourſe 
with ſuch who are but almoſt chriſtians, when we grow 
| negligent and the like, the Lord withdraws his pre. 
ſence, our luſts appear like the ſons of Anak. The 
heavenly city ſeems walled up. Doubts and diſcon- 
tents prevail in our own ſouls, and thoſe who are 
ſent to ſpy out the land, 7. e. thoſe who make a 
great noiſe and contention about religious points, 
and opinions, lead us into errors; then, we like them, 
begin to weep and mourn; we repent that . we 
ever began the chriſtian Face. Sec Numb. xiv. And 


-agugh 


| 4 1 Pet. i. 5. 
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though Caleb and Joſhua may urge to obedience, 
yet diſcontent for a while prevails, till the Lord, 
who is rich in mercy, appears in his tabernacle, and 
in a powerful manner ſpeaks by his miniſters, who, 
after much entreaty with-God, are commiſhoned to 
lead them back into the wilderneſs, by the way of 
the Red Sea; which, as has been obſerved before, 
may have a two-fold ſenſe. Firſt, it may typify 
the wrath of God againſt fin: ſecondly, the blood 
of Chriſt as the only atonement. — So that after 
ſuch offences, the miniſter ought to thunder the 
law, and not to ſmooth his diſcourſes over to pleaſe 
the minds of men, but to deal faithfully and ho- 
neſtly, with a (Thus ſaith the Lord,” and As truly 
as I live faith the Lord, &c. your carcaſes ſhall fall 
in this wilderneſs.” ver. 29. i. e. Thou muſt wander 
up and down in the wilderneſs of this world, for 
months and years to come, until thoſe darling luſts 
(which are ſuch foes to the ſoul, ſuch giants in the 
way) are all conſumed. And when applied to the 
church, thoſe actual promoters of hereſy, and errors 
which · often rend and divide the church of God, 
and throw ſtumbling- blocks in the way of the 
weak. Thoſe, ſo living and ſo dying, muſt, how- 
ever charitably we judge, fall ſhort of the promiſed 
land, — After pointing thoſe things out in a faith- 
ful manner, undoubtedly ſome will be made ſenſible 

of 


8, 
of their folly, unbelief, and ingratitude: for it is 
ſaid, ver. 39. And the people mourned greatly; ” 
(and like thoſe Iſraelites) will be going up the 
mountain in their own ſtrength. But here a faithful 
miniſter ſhould be much upon bis guard. © Go 
not up, for the Lord is not among you.” ver. 42. 
O! think not to ſatisfy infinite juſtice by finite 
obedience; but look again to the Red Sea, the ſe- 
cond ſenſe alluded to of Chriſt's blood, where thoſe 


inbred luſts muſt all be drowned, or the foul periſh 


everlaſtingly. 


Cup. xv. Informs us of the wonderful conde- 
ſcenſion of God; how he begins afreſh to reveal his 
will, and in a manner to renew his promiſe, 
« Speak,” ſays he, to the children of Iſrael, (ver.2.) 
and ſay unto them, When ye be come into the land 
of your habitations, and will make an offering or a 
ſacrifice, (read to ver. 22,) then if any have erred, 
the prieſt (ver. 25.) ſhall make an atonement, (26) 
and it ſhall be forgiven him.” O! the infinite 
condeſcenſion and goodneſs of God; here are 
crimes innumerable, but pardons yet more abun- 
dant; yet in the midſt of all the diſplays of his 
goodneſs, rebellion begins to rear it's head; the 
holy ſabbaths of the Lord are prophaned, and his 
ſtatutes ſet at nought, The hardened wretch. goes 
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out and gathers flicks, while others are performing 
their morning devotions: (ver. 32.) but they that 
found him brought him to Moſes and Aaron, and 
they put him in ward, And the Lord laid, He 
ſhall ſurely die, and all the cong. egation ſhall ſtone 
him with ſtones without the camp.” Let this learn 
miniſters to be faithful in their wotk : for though 
ſome profeſſors get within ſight of the promiſed 
land in notions, by keeping pace with others in 
pretended experience, which they learn as the par- 
rot learns to chatter; yet covetouſneſs will, one 
time or other, expoſe their conduct. Though old 
Siem: cia built him an houſe at Jeruſalem, yet when 
his ſervants ran away, his covetous heart led him 
into the land of the Phi iſtines, though it coſt him 
his life. 5 


Char. xvii, The bud ing of Aaron? 5 rod may 
inform us of the uſefulneſs of the mini er. If he 
is one whom God has called to his work, no doubt 
but God will ble 8 him, and make his rod to bud 
in the morning Ir is delightful in the morning, 
after an evening lecture has been preached, to hear 
how the ſermon has been bleft. M hen one cries out 
under convictions; another ſees his peace with God, | 
through : a Mediator; a third convinced of his back- 
Mlidings, &c. &c. The labours of ſuch miniſters 


will 


9 

will frequently be remembered by the people of 
God; they will be brought before the ark and the 
reltimony. — “ And for me alſo,“ ſays St. Paul, 
that utterance may be given unto me.” Eph. vi. 
19. A faithtul miniſter, thus in his duty, will find 
the Lord to ſmile upon him; a nearneſs to God 
will teach him more and more of his duty: and 
though at firſt, he may, in a great meaſure, have 
followed the advice of old and experienced mini- 
ſters, and trod in their paths, yet now the Lord be- 
gins to lead him further into the myſteries of his 
tevealed, and the knowledge of his own duty, Read 
the xviiith. Chapter. H-re you ſee the Lord re- 
veals himſelf to Aaron without the medium of Mo- 
ſes. Thus the Lord leads on his miniſters as well as 
his people from one degree of grace to another, bleſſ. 
ing theirlabours in the miniſtry, But, alas! the depra- 
vity of the heart is ſuch, that if the Lord only leave 
them a while, pride will lift them up, and we begin 
to be proud of our own abilities. See Caap. xx. 10, 
And this the Lord wiſely permits, to teach them 
to put a greater value upon Chriſt, and to ſhew, 
even miniſters, their own inability. 


IT may be better to paſs over the aſhes of the 
red heifer, and the brazen ſerpent, (both pointing 
to Chriſt,) than to dwell any longer upon the 


types, 


("3% 9 
types, leſt too many become tedious to the reader : 
Yet let it be obſerved, that whenever we murmur - 
and repine at the dealings of God, he will certain- 
ly fend leanneſs into our ſouls, and our brother 
Edom, i. e. our carnal relations, will, perhaps, be 
the firſt who ſhall refuſe a helping hand, and con- 
dem all our pretences as mere hypocriſy, ver. 20. 
'Thus you ſee what trouble we are brought into 
through our fins. Cowardice follows, and, as we 
begin to doubt of the Lord's protection, we truſt 
to other means, or perhaps endeavour to avoid, or 
neglect ſome particular precept which God has en- 
joined. As Moſes, without any expreſs command 
from God, ſupplicates a paſſage through Edom, 
fearing to wait for God's own time, as for the moy- 
ing of the cloud to teach them the way: the Edo- 
mites, (however reafonable ſuch a requeſt was) re- 
_: fuſed to give them a paſſige; and God, to puniſh 
I, their cowardice, permitted Arad the Canaanite to 
| fight againſt them, and to take ſome of them pri- 
toners Thus thofe enemies we are deſirous of 
paſſing without fighting, give us battle before we 
expect, even when we are otf our guard; and though 
they are not permitted to flay us, they take ſome 
of us priſoners, 1. e. the precious promiſes of the 
goſpel are wreſted from us by the enemy of our 
4ouls, and wie fall almoſt into deſpair,— But carneſt 


prayer, 
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prayer, and ſolemn vows, from right principles, are 
always heard by God, and in his own good time 
will moſt certainly meet with an anſwer of peace. 
* Rejoice not over me, O mine enemy, though 1 
fall, I ſhall ariſe.” Micah, Chap. vii, 8. Vea, ſhe 
that is mine enemy ſhall ſee it, and ſhame ſhall 
cover her: now ſhall ſhe be troddea down as the 
mire of the ſtreets.” ver. 10. Theſe troubles be- 
ing properly ſanctified, lead us to a ſenſe of our 
duty, and teach us a firmer reliance upon God. 
We leave all dependance upon our carnal friends, 
we pals by their borders, ver. 4. Chap. xxi. with 
the Red Sea in view, while we go on this our 
paſſage: but if we murmur by the way, the ſerpent 
will bite us, and we ſhall be again in a pertiſhing 
ſtate, until we have a freſh view of Chritt upon the 


pole of the goſpel. — O! how hard it is to believe 


when we are in darkneſs; we murmur and repine z 
and after the Lord has manifeſted his love to our 
ſouls, we are apt to grow ſpiritually proud; and, 
notwithſtanding the goodneſs of God, it is hard in 
this weak ſtate of fleſh and blood to keep from either 
of the two extremes. We may indeed have 
walked a long time in this wilderneſs of fin and 
forrow ; yet every day brings it's troubles with it, 
and every trouble, when ſanctified, terminates fur 


good to the chriſtian.— O! what a number of out- 
| ward 
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ward troubles does the chriſtian meet with ; but 
many more within. — Now he begins to know 

— ſomething of his own heart, now he begins to look 
inward, His heart, which ſometime before he 
thought was entirely renewed, has often deccived 
him; and now the Lord is pleaſed (even when in the 
chriſtian view he ſeems to be in fight of the pro- 
miſed land) to ſhew him ſome of his heart's ſins, thoſe 
beſetting ſins, mentioned in Heb. Chap. xii. ver. 1. 
— Now it is that Sihon and Og are permitted to 
fight againſt him, i. e. ſome inbred Juſt which 
the chriſtian before was never able to diſcover, be. 
cauſe, on account of the many outward troubles, 
he has already met with. — But now ſatan, the 
grand enemy of our fouls, who knows too much of 
our hearts, is coming with dreadful roar; he ſees 
how far the chriſtian is advanced in the heavenly 
road, and knowing that now is the time to ſtop 
him, or never, he begins to bring freſh temprati- 
ons, or rather, a new way of tempting the chriſtian , 
he preſents the dangerous road he has trod to his 
view; and knowing that the chriſtian will not com- 
ply with fin, in it's own ſhape, he turns his thoughts 

to his good deeds; reflects how manfully he fought 

at this, and the other time, how bravely he Rood 

againſt ſuch and ſuch a fierce temptation. Revolv- 

ing theſe things in his mind, the ęhriſtian Jets go 

1 his 


1 


his bold of Chriſt: the bleſſed ſpirit withdraws his 
preſence, and leaves the ſoul to grapple awhile with 
his foe. Sihon king of Heſhbon is coming forth 
againſt him, and the miniſters of God are frequent- 
ly proclaiming deliverance in the name of Chriſt; 
yet the private chriſtian meets with a ſtout reſiſt- 
ance, till the Lord, in ſome ſmall degree, appears 
for, and promiſes deliverance to the ſoul, — But as 
Chriſt will begin in our hearts without a rival, and 
have the glory of our ſalvation aſcribed to him alone, 
he permits the gigantic Og, the king of Baſhan, to 
marſhal all his forces to ſtop your paſſage; and here, 
perhaps, ſatan may be permitted to tempt the ſoul 
to deſpair, as has been before obſerved. Now it 
is the chriſtian ſees his inbred luſts and corruptions, 
in a manner he never ſaw them before; he ſees how he 
has indulged ſome heart-fin, to the fulfilling of the 
luſt of the fleſh, Bur for the word of acquaintance 
with his own heart he has hitherto been a ſtranger 
to it, — Stop, O my ſoul, and view the monſter in 
all it's hedious ſhapes. See how my heart, my 
head, my whole body, has been like the iron bed- 
ſtead, devoted to his ſervice, whereon he has lain 
and rioted, flumbered and even rejoiced, to the 
hurt of my conſcience, to the wounding of my ſoul. 
— O, my God; what a wretch am 1! how have 
I abuſed thy kindneſs, ſlighted thy reproofs, and ſet 
H | al 
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at nought thy councils ? « Search me, try me, lee 
wherein there is wickedneſs in me, and lead me in 
the way of everlaſting life.” Pſalm xxvi. and 139, 
laft, — As the tempers of men differ as much as 
their faces one from another, fo doth the experi- 
ences of the people of God, though all from one 
cauſe, they operate different ways, as for inſtance : 
one is carried away with the love of gold; and as 
chriſtianity teaches us temperance, ſobriety, and 
the like, this man too often falls into a covetous, 
avaricious temper, under colour of providing for 
his own houſe. — A ſecond is carried away with a 
love of popularity, and though perhaps he has no 
deſire to appear gay and great in the eyes of the 
world, he wiſhes the people of God to notice him, 
and often, too often, ſets himſelf up as Jehu of old 
did, and ſays, Come, ſee my zeal for the Lord of 
hoſts? — A third is inclined to the luſts of the 
fleſh, and when he thinks himfelf entirely out of 
danger, (or perhaps indulges himſelf in a negligent 
way of life for a time) ſuddenly a fierce temptation 
ſeizes upon him, and he falls, baſely falls into the 
abominable ſin of fornication or adultery, See 


| thoſe three temptations deſcribed by the apoſtle 
John, xt Epiſtle, ii. 16. and illuſtrated by that 
ſweet ſinger in our churches, Dr. Watts. Book ii. 


Hymn 101. I grant that thoſe beſetting fins do 
not 


1 


not always lie concealed in the heart of all 


chriſtians, till the latter part of life; they too often 
appear in their firſt ſetting out, but they are oftener 
obſerved by a friend, who watches over them for 
good; not with a cenſorious, but with a godly 
jealouſy over their ſouls, before they are obſerved 
by the chriſtian himſelf; and where a ſoul has been 
called out from an ungodly family, without the 


advantage of a chriſtian education, they ſeldom ap- 


pear, while in an advanced ſtate of life, even at 
the very borders of the land of Canaan, as has been 
before abſeryed, for the outward troubles ſuch a 
ſoul meets with, generally keeps back thoſe in- 
ward workings of the heart, — We have a notable 
inſtance of this in David, who, while he was per- 
ſecuted by Saul, and fighting the Lord's battles, 
was continually ſinging and praying to God; but 
when his troubles abated, he grew indolent — ſent 
Joab out to the war, and indulging himſelf at eaſe, 
he fell into the abominable ſin of adultery ; and 
to cover that, afterwards committed murder. 


AnoTuzaz 


* Beware, O ye rakes! ye debauchees of the age! and 
think not to eſcape the vengeance due to your crimes, be- 
cauſc you here ſee a favorite of heaven overtaken once in a 
long life, (otherwiſe replete with piety and virtue) contraſt 
the difference between your conduct and hi: ſee the heart · 

felt ſorrow, the public ſhame, which attended his conviction, 
: The family trials which ſucceeded one after, or rather, one 
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Axornex trial the people of God are, in this ad- 
vanced ſtate, hable to fall into, comes from almoſt 
ch!1ſtiansz and thoſe perhaps may be repreſented 
under the character of Balak, and his wicked mi- 
miſter Balaam. Chap. xxii. xxiii, &c. Hee ob- 
ſerve the almoſt chriſtian is a perſon who believes 
(in a ſort) of the being and exiſtence of God; as 
ſuch he pretends to worſhip him. His method of 
worſhip is a mixture of revelation, tradition, and a 
great variety of human inventions jumbled toge- 
ther; of which, at times, he ſcems very tenacious, 

| | eſpecially 


upon the neck of another, and fell upon this otherwiſe holy 
man and his family. He, wo tad ſent end taken the wife 
of another to his bed in private, bas his own wives exLoſcd 
in publick, by the impious advice of a taitblefs friend, io, the 
inlatiable and helliſh luſt of an undutiful and rebelliods fon. 
— He, who had {lin the great Goliah, now waxes t-int at the. 
{ſighs cf Iſhbe benoth, and can you think to eſcape the venge- 
ance due to you crimes, whoſe whole lives have been a ſcene 
of dt bauchery ard villany ? —- Conſcience, though it now 
ſeems hardened to a degree ot infidelity, will one day ſtare you 
in the face, and bring all your deteſtable crimes to light. 
Think how many once innccen', harmleſs maidens, have 
fell as victims o your unbounded luſt; while virtue, honour, 
ard happinzfs are iour only pretenſions. Vu have flatter. 
ed and deceived, while you heave brought many to publick 
ſhame, whoſe minds before their connections with you, were 
uniainted with thoſe ab: mirable vices. But, alas! who can 
tell where uvlastul pleaſures will end? 100, roo many, like 
this of David's, in murder. Diſappointed love, publick ſheme, 
and all their concomitant evils, uniting in ene breaſt, ate bur- 
dens too heavy for the tender feelirgs of a ſemale mind, and 
Otten end in untimely death. — O, my God ! what a ſcene of 
villany ! Great Britain ſeems ſiuking under the weight of 
this enormous crime, | 


( 45 ) 

Eſpecially if it happens to be in a day when religion 
is courtly and faſhionable, He hears that there is 
a ſort of people in the neighbourhood, who differ 
from him in ſentiment, that profeſs Jelus Chriſt, 
and declaim againſt human merit. At firſt he 
looks upon them with great diſdain, and pleaſes 
himſelf with the thought that they will ſoon come 
to nought, and that warmth which they profeſs 


in their worſhip, is nothing but enthuſiaſm : but 


when he ſecs the chriſtian hold out, and make an 
honourable profeſſion, when he ſce him overco:n:- 


ing every oppoſition through the ſtrength of CH, 


he then begins to tremble, like Bulik of ol: he 
ſays, « Now ſh Il this company beck up li the cult 
that is about us.“ Numb. xxii ver. 4 &c. &c. tie 
ſcuds tor a Balaam to curſ: the ite, whio cries 
out the church is in danger, * and taiſcs a migh y 
buſtle. The furious bisot, who before Was CO- 
tent to preach once a monin, now lets up a 
ſeven fold offering, and that upon the top of 


the mountain: the newſpapers teem with his 


publications, and pretended, good deeds, The 
true profeſſors are compounded : Arians, Soci- 


nians and Deills, each act their part in oppoſing the 
pure 


„ Perhaps no age in the church gives us a more ſtriking 
icture of this than the latter end of queen Ann's reign, 
wh-n that furious bigot Dr. Sechervill made ſuch an up- 
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pure word of truth, with Mr. Balaam at their head, 
whoſe rational notions of divinity ſtagger the minds 
of the ignorant and unwary, and ſeem, for a time, 
to cloud the doctrine of the goſpel ; but as the riſ- 
ing ſun diſpels the gathering cloud, and clears the 
labouring ſky, ſo does the goſpel of Chriſt ſpread a 
divine light, and convinces theſe oppoſers of the re- 
ality of it's exiſtence; though it does not convert 
them. Hence, they begin to exclaim, * How ſhall 
I curſe whom God hath bleſſed.” See Chap. xxii. 
8, 9, 10. A ſpirit of catholiciſm now begins to take 
place, and profeffors of an itching ear, and wander- 
ing eye, frequently join with them in their worſhip, 
their feaſtings, and ſometimes into family connec- 
tions, to the hurt of their own ſouls, and diſgrace of 
religion. See the remaining part of this Chapter. 


I woulD by no means encourage a narrow con- 
tracted ſpirit amongſt chriſtians, yet I dare not ſet 
down every one for a chriſtian who profeſſes Chri- 
ſtianity, and though I would never perſecute any 
man for his religion, yet there are thouſands in the 
world, that I dare not give the right hand of fel. 
lowſhip to, nor wiſh them to proſper in the name 
the Loxd. | 


Bz careful then, ye that are miniſters and elders in 
the 


1 


the churches of Chriſt. Hold frequent meetings for 
diſcipline, and number your congregations. Chap. 
xxvi. Be cautious in your admiſſions, and firm in 
your rejections, Let the honour of God be your 
ſtudy, and watch over the morals of your people, as 
well as into their notions of faith, otherwiſe you will 
but mock God in your pretended diſcipline and re- 
ligious exerciſes, Now it is that the church is purg- 
ed, the hypocrites are taken off, firſt by one judge. 
ment, then by another, The true chriſtian's unbe- 
lieving fears are vaniſhed, his unſanctified affections 
removed; and as the Iſraelites were put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the conquered countries eaſt of Jordan, 
before the whole army croſſed the river, ſo the true 
chriſtian, by faith, poſſeſſes a heaven in his own 
breaſt before death. And though all cannot boaſt of 
a faith of aſſurance, yet I believe all real chriſtians 
can ſay they have a faith of reliance z remem- 
ber it was but a ſmall part who had their poſſeſſion 
on the eaſt ſide. Be not high minded then if you 
have enjoyed more of the divine favours than ano» 
ther, deſpiſe not your weak brother, but glorify 
God. Look back and ſee how graciouſly the Lord 
has dealt with you. Take a view of all your jour- 
neyings, Chap. xxxiii. ever ſince you run the chriſ- 
tian race, See if it was under the leadings of God's 
ſpirit, and under the direction of his word; for theſe 
| never 


8 
never operate contrary to one another. Aſeribe 
the glory to Chiiſt : meditate upon the glories of a 


future ſtate : ſee the extenſiveneſs of it's borders, 


and the beauty of it's ſtructure t. Give diligence to 
make your calling and your election ſure, Let the 


females read the xxxvith. chap. with gratitude and 
love, and take thoſe ſpoken of there for their pattern, 
Thus let every chriſtian be found in his duty fol- 
lowing the example of Moſes, read Deuteronomy 
as a rule of action, as a touchſtone to ſee what uſe 
you make of the goſpel of Chriſt, and as a mean of 
preſerving you from Antinomian licentiouſnels. 


Lr aged miniſters be careful what doctrine they 
preach, let them not? ceaſe to declare the whole 
counſel of God. Too many in our day take up 
with ſome one article, and preach up that to the 
neglect of many others. But we do not find Mo- 
ſes did thus. The book of Deuteronomy gives us a 
kind of epitomy of his whole miniſtry. See how he 
preaches free grace. Deuteronomy ix th. through- 
out. See how he thunders the law in another, xxix. 
30. Perſeverance in another, Chap. xxxiii, 27, 28, 
29. the everlaſting love of God to his people ®. &c. 
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1 Compare Numbers xxxiv. with Revelation xxi, xxii. 

Though my ſubject naturally leads me to Deuteronomy, 
yet I hope none will think I mean to draw them from the 
more 1mportant part of the ſcriptures. No, let me hang 


upon 
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&c. Thus would I adviſe all aged miniſters to take 

a view of their preaching. The work that God has 
done by their inſtrumentality, as knowing that in 
a ſhort time they muſt give an account of their mi- 

niſtry. Her will Bad; be waa do it with } Joys 


Inv 1 3 notice of moſt of the remark; 
able tranſactions which befel the Iſraelites in their 


journey from Egypt to Canaan, and/ the cqrreſpon” | 


dency of the fame, to the exerciſe oh a chriſtian's 
lifez my next buſineſs ! is tO take notice of the death 
of Moles, after an highly favoured View of the £29, 
miſed lad. Ibu dls 6 | 
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"Hens we ee that the law is ſo holy, ſo FA ind ſo 
| good, that the ſtricteſt ſaint cannot fulfil i it in every 
title; and conſequentiy the followers of it, if they 
look no further, mult fall ſhort of happineſs. Hence 


we lee Moſes taken off to make way for Joſhua. ; 


Moſes is indeed ſought for, but cannot be found; 
ſo if a ſoul, at the borders of” death, looks back 1 up- 
on his good works, there is not one that will bear 
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upon the li F n Sexes r > let me 4 his 1 
4 the ae . 1 155 is 100 much Mossüred. and illu- 
ſtrated : let me cluſe in with his invitation, Come unto 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt:” let me view the ſermons of Peter and Paul: in a word, 
let me take the whole ſcripture; as a chain in which every link 
has it's proper office, many miſtakes having ariſen by taking 
detatched ſentences of ſcripture only. 
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„ | 
the teſt, He looks back and ſays, Not Moſes, but 
Joſhua, muſt lead me through the river of death : — 
I diſown all my fancied merit; it is through Chriſt 
Jeſus that expect ſalvation: —away with all my own 
works.. Hitherto the author hopes he has had 
ſome experience in what he has written, that he has 
been exerciſed with many of theſe trials here ſpoken 
of, and has been abundantly refreſhed with the like 
conſolation. — What remains muſt come entirely 
from the eye of faith, and from the experience of 
thoſe who have already gone over the river, and left 
a teſtimony of their triumphs behind them. — I 
come then to the third Chapter of Joſhua, and take 
a view of their paſſage over the river Jordan, 
(which all allow to be an emblem of death.) Here 
ye ſee the prieſts bearing the ark of the Lord (ac- 
cording to Joſhua's command) before the people. 
ver. 15. „And as they that bear the ark were 
come unto Jordan, and the feet of the prieſts that 

bare the ark were dipped i in the brim of the water, 

that the waters ſtood up upon an heap,” &c. So 
it is with a ſoul at the approach of death. Notwith- 
ſtanding he has ſo often cried out under troubles 
and difficulties, and longed for his diſſolution; yet 
the ſight of Jordan overflowing it's banks, makes 
the ſoul to ſhiver ; till, by the eye of faith, he ſees. 
his high prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, enter the river before 
him, 
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him, holding up the ark of the teſtimony, the (weet 
promiſes of the goſpel, Then it is the waters di- 
vide, and ſtand upon an heap. Awful indeed to 
the fleſh; but while the ſoul has it's eye fixed upon 
Jeſus, his faith prevails; he ſmiles * in the very ago- 
nies of death, and rejoices in the thought, that 
Chriſt has entered the boiſterous waves before him. 
— But all do not paſs over this river alike, no 
more than the Iſraelites. Thoſe who have arrived 
to a full aſſurance of faith, moſt commonly (like 
the Reubenites and their brethren) march before, 
armed with the promiſes of God, they joyfully 
leave their wives F and children, their flocks 
and their herds behind them: while others, who 
have not arrived to this degree, ſeem to have them 
in their hearts all the way through. None can tell f 
the agonies which ſome of the dear children of God 
have met with, on account of leaving their dear 
children behind them, to a mercileſs world. 


Tavs I have endeavoured, according to the abi- 
lity which God has given me, to deſcribe the na- 
| ture 


* J once had the happineſs to attend a petſon in this ſitu- 
ation : ſeveral friends bejng preſent, together with his wife 
and chilaren, to whom he bad juſt given his parting bleſſing, 
he breaks out as follows, Here are my wife and children, 
my near and dear friends, whom I hope, and truſt ferve 
2 Lord in fear; yet I can willingly leave them all for Jeſus 
— we 

+ Jer. xlix, 11. Pſm. Ixviii. 5, 
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ture of true converſion; the many temptations the 
ſoul is liable to during it's pilgrimage here, and the 
correſpondency which there ſeems to be, between a 
true believer's experience, and the Journey ings of 
the Iſraelites from Egypt to Canaan. 


Ir the Father of mercies ſhould be pleaſed to add 
his bleſſing to my weak labours, ſo that one ſoul 
be edified thereby, 1 deſire that the glory may 
be aſcribed to him. 
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prion: we enter upon this important paſſage. 

of ſcripture, it may be neceſſary to enquire into 
the caule of the journey Jacob was upon, when 
he met with this remarkable diſcovery of the nnd 


and will of God to his ſoul. 


In the 8 hege we „ind that e by 
the advice of his mother, had impoſed upon his 
dim ſighted father, and by fraud had obtained that 
bleſſing which God had promiſed him; and which 
he would have {undoubtedly) obtained in an ho- 
nourable way, had he but. waited in faith upon the 
promiſe of God. This had ſo far enraged his bro- 
ther Eſau, that he could no longer hide his reſent- 
ment; but confidently affirmed, ſayirg, The days 
of mourning for my father are at hand, then will I 
- ſlay my brother Jacob.“ Ch. xxvii, 41, Rebecca 
being informed of this, called for Jacob, and told 
him of his danger; intimating that ſhe deſigned to 

ſend 
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ſend him to his uncle Laban, where he might ſafely 
wait a few days, till the anger of Elau was abated ; 
promiſing Jacob, at the ſame time, to inform him 
as ſoon as ever this fortunate event ſhould take 
place. Afterwards ſhe goes to her huſband, and 
tcils him what ſorrow it was to her to think of 
Eiau's imprudence, in marrying contrary to their 
inclinations; and added, that if Jacob did ſo too, it 
would make ber life a burden to her. Matters be- 
ing ſettled between them, Iſaac called for Jacob, 
as the Chapter ſets it forth, and gave him a charge, 
touching the choice of a wife, confirms the bleſſing 
he had beſtowed upon him before, notwithſtanding 
it was obtained by fraud, and ſends him away, pro- 
bably with expectation of ſeeing him again in a 
ſhort time. In this ſcripture we have two things 
which ſeem to ſtrike my attention; firſt, the folly 
of parents diſcovering a fond partiality for ſome 
of their children more than to the others; and ſe- 
condly, the (infu'neſs of Rebecca's conduct, in direct- 
ing her ſon to deceive his father, even at the expence 
of truth; commanding him to tell a falſity to 
accompliſh his end, and that, in the name of God 
too. See ver. 20. of the preceding Chapter. But 
it ſeems to me that the Lord, to ſhew his diſappro- 
bat ion of ſuch a conduct, puniſhed Rebecca with 
the. loſs of her favorite ſon; for I do not find that 

| ever 
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ever he ſaw him afterwards: nor will it be amiſs. 
if we conſider the troubles which Jacob met with, 
as a rebuke to him, for his finful compliance to his 
mother, in telling ſuch a falſity at her requeſt. — 
Eſau having diſcovered that his father had con- 
firmed the bleſſing, before given to Jacob, and that 
one principal reaſon was, becauſe he had married 
contrary to the known principles of his father, by 
taking an idolatreſs to his wife, he atteinpts a kind 
of reformation of manners, and took a' wife from 
the Iſhmaelites, thinking thereby to appeaſe his 
father by marrying into this family, ſhe being a 
deſcendant of Abraham, by Hagar the Egyptian. 
This, though a plain matter of fact, may be conlider. 
ed as a true picture of the human heart, under legal 
convictions, and the common checks that wicked 
men feel in their cooſciences on account of (in : it 
frequently happens that wicked men, when viſited. 
by ſickneſs, or ſome particular outward troubles, 
are under dreadful apprehenſions on account of the 
puniſhment they believe they are liable to, as the juſt 
deſert of ſin; they begin to tremble for the conſe- 
quences, but being unacquainted with the true ſpi- 
rituality of the law, and the inſufficiency of the 
creature, they ſet about ſome trifling amendment, 
as they think; and like Eſau, they take one new 
wife to their other two old ones, for the prayer of : 
— the 
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the wicked is an "abomination to God: t and the- 
hope of the hyppocrite ſhall periſh, © Thus thoſe 
people only tremble at the conſequences of | fin, 
which they ſee will follow, and not at fin, as being 
diſpleaſing to God: they never truly turn from 
their old fins, from the ground of the heart; bur 
for a while abſtain from them, as Eſau did from 
his former wives; whilſt at firſt, he was taken up 
with the company of the new. Let it therefore 
be obſerved, that a ſincere and hearty repentance 
ariſes from a thorough conviction of our paſt con- 
duct being diſpleaſing to God, followed by a 
change in the whole * conduct, deſcribed in ſcrip- 
ture by a new heart F, an utter forſaking of all 
our paſt ſins, not only on account of the punifh- 
ment due to our crimts, but from a principle of 
love to God; F not like to Eſau, who never in the 
leaſt diſapproved of his own conduct for any other 
reaſon, but becauſe it kept back his father's blel- 
ſing. If any ſhould wonder why a wicked perſon, 
as Eſau ſeems to be, ſhould be ſo deſirous of ob- 
taining his father's bleſſing; let it be obſerved, chat in 
thoſe days the eldeſt ſon was intitled to a double 
portion of the father's goods : but Eſau, in a fit of 


n er and bah, had ſold his' Þirthright 
+09 


| t Prov. xv. 8. + John 5 iii. 3. 5, 6 7. | I Plat, li. 10. 
Ezek. xAxvi. 26, 26. $ 1 Cor. xiii. 
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to. Jacob: and it ſeems that the bleſſing here al- 
Iuded to, may be conſidered as fimilar to a father's 
making his will with us: and further, at thoſe 
times the patriarchs had generally been endued 
with a ſpirit of prophecy ; fo that while they be- 
flowed their world.y goods, they generally foretold 
what would happen to their progeny in after times. 
This, 1 think, will eafily account for this conteſt 
between thoſe two brothers, and throw ſome light 
upon the paſſage, otherwiſe dark, and apparently 
trifling. Let us now return to Jacob on his jour- 
ney, as defcribed in ver. 10, &c. and here we have 
a ſtriking picture of ſin, and it's concomitant evils. 
Abraham had ſent a ſervant with a numerous reti- 
nue, to eſpouſe a wife to his ſon Iſaac: a retinue 
perhaps larger than any prince in the eaſtern world, 
at that time, could ſend out without an aid from 


the ſubject, or a real hurt to his eſtate: but Jacob 


travelled the ſolitary deſart alone. Having taken a 
diſhonourable method to come at his father's 
bleſſing, be flies from the face of an angry brother, 
almoſt without the common neceſſaries of life; no 
doubt but he reflected upon his conduct, as he had 
offended the God of heaven, and brought reproach 
upon his family. It is natural to ſuppoſe, that ſome- 
thing hke this was the feelings of Jacob's mind; 
but how mult his fears be increaſed, when he per- 

K cctves 
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ceives the night coming on, without the leaſt proſ- 
pect of arriving at any convenient place to refreſh 
his weary limbs, or to alleviate the diſtreſſes of his 
troubled mind. The cold ground his bed, the ſtones 
his pillow, no covering to keep him from the mid- 
night damps, but the canopy of the ſky; he lays 
himſelf down, and penſively waits for the returning 
morn. But, O! the anxiety of mind, it is natura] 
to ſuppoſe he felt, at his firſt lying down, What 
has my imprudence brought me to? I have been 
coveting to add my father's bleſſing to the purchaſe 
I made of my elder brother's birthright ; but, alas! 
after all, I have indeed obtained it, but in a ſinful 
way ; I impoſed upon my father, and that under 
colour of religion. See Chap. xxvii. 20. What 
good can I expect from it? though my father has 
looked over it, will God forgive me? What vie 
have I made of all the wholſome advice beſtowed 
upon me by my father, from time to time? I have 
enjoyed a religious education, it is true, but I have 
ſinned like, or worſe than an infidel, Will not 
God execute vengeance upon ſuch a wretch as I ? 
ſhall 1 not fall a prey to the wild beaſts? is not the 
lion “ roaring after his prey? do I not hear him 
ramping over the foreſt, or perhaps he lies conceal- 
ed in the next thicket, and only waits a darker 
| hour, 


* Pal, cive 20. 


(C9 3 
hour, to tear my weary body, arid ſpill my 
blood F. 


Bx cautioned, O my young readers; live in love f 
with your brothers and ſiſters, and do not ſeek by 
any unjuſt means to prejudice your parents againſt 
one another; uſe all honeſt means to improve your 
eſtates, and leave the diſpoſal of them to God and 
your parents; it is honourable to adviſe when you 
come to years of maturity, but baſe to deceive. 
Some ſuppoſe that Jacob had travelled 40 miles 
that day, it is no wonder then that he fell aſleep, 
though his mind was greatly agitated, as has been 
obſerved; * but a mind thus diſturbed ſeldom en- 
Joys a calm repoſe: thus the holy ghoſt has here 
intimated that Jacob rather dreamed than Alept. 
He dreamed,” ſays the holy hiſtorian, ** and be- 
hold, a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven: and, behold, the angels of God, 
aſcending and deſcending upon it. And, behold, 
the Lord ſtood above it, and ſaid, I am the Lord 

+ 1 Kings xiii, 24. 


* If any wiſh to know why the author deſcribes Jacob's 
horror of mind to be ſo great, let it be obſerved that though 
the ſcripture does not exprefsly mention it, yet it ſeems 
ſtrongly to imply it; his dreaming being mentioned rather 
than ſleeping, and his vow that he made after he had worſhip- 
ped, intimating his wiſh to return again in peace, are ſtrong 
enducements for our hy potheſis. 
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God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Iſaac: 
the land whereon thou lieſt, to thee will J give it, 
and to thy feed, And thy feed ſhall be,” &c. &c. 

Here Jacob received a gracious diſcovery of the 
love of God to his ſoul, not only a pardon from this 
fin, which lay ſo heavy upon his mind, but an un- 
bounded promiſe to him, and his ſeed a promiſe 
nkewiſe, of the Meſſiah which ſhould ſpring from 
his loine, who ſhould bring ſalvation, not only to 
the Jews, but to the ends of the earth. O! the rich 
diſplays of his love, how does he manifeſt it to his 
ſorrowful people? Some have went ſo far as to ſay, 
that Jacob was never converted till this time; but 
] tee no reaſon for ſuch a concluſion as this, for as 
we find, Jacob ſpent much of his time at home, 
attending upon the family affairs, ſa I cannot think 
but that the godly advice which he received from 
his father Iſaac, had, by the bleſſing of God, long 
before this time, brought about his converſion. I 
rather think that a deſire of obtaining a confirma- 
tion of the purchaſed birthright, by means of his 
father's bleſſing, was a means of hurrying him on to 
this raſhneſs and backſliding ; befides, if he had not 
been a converted man, he would hardly have been fo 
uneaſy, as it is apprehended he was, on account of 
ſo rrifling a EOS as wordly- minded men ſuppoſe 
- atſembling 
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diſſembling to be; though it ſhould be dane even 
in the name of Gud. 


Lan us now return from the true literal meaning 
of this wonderful viſion, and ſee what uſe can he 
made of it in a ſpiritual ſenſe, When a converted 
foul is brought into fin, through the force of temp- 
tation, the corrupt workings of his own heart; when 
God, his ſpiritual Father, is pleaſed to bring the law 
to his mind, in order to convince him of his folly, 
the ſoul is frequently put upon a Kind of religious 
diſcipline, and ſent away from the houſe of God, 
from time to time, under the hidings of God's face, 


he wanders in the wilderneſs of thought, from one : 


ſtage to another, till at length, all covenant promiſes 
ſeem to vaniſh away; the Son of righteouſne(s 
withdraws his preſence and the lion of hell roats ; 
the wounded conſcience trembles, and ſays, I fear 
I ſhall fall by the hand of Sau]. 


His former ſins ſtare him in the face, and ſatan 
tempts him to diſpair; but in the midſt of all chis 
the true child of God acts faith, and like Abraham 
againſt I hope, believes in hope, and ſays with Job, 
ce though thou ſlay me yet will I truſt in hee.“ He 
ſearches his ways,“ and pleads with God by earneſt 
prayer; he afflicts his ſoul, and, like Jacob, rather 

than 


1 Heb, + Job. #* Pſal. Ixxvii. 6, 7, 8, &c. 
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_ Chriſt, who, as God, deſcended and came from hea- 
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than ſeek for a ſoft pillow to indulge his body, he 
takes the ſtones of the place, i. e. ſo far from ſaying 
with the Antinomians of our day, that the Lord's 
people cannot fin; he puts himſelf upon a ſevere 
ſearch, © remember that the wages of fin is death,” 
and though he knows that his own righteouſneſs is 
as filthy rags, yet he knows that one ſin, unrepented 
of, brings damnation, Thus exerciſed, the ſoul 
lies down (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) in 
reflection and meditation, in ſome ſuch language 
as this, ſaying, O Lord, I have offended againſt thy 


holy law, but thou art a merciful God, pardon me 


through Chriſt thy Son, and manifeſt that pardon 
to my ſoul, by the witneſſing of thy holy ſpirit.” If 
thou wert to execute judgement upon me, thou art 
Juſt, and I muſt acknowledge the ſentence right; 


but if thou diſplay thy juſtice in the puniſhment 


of fin, how much more thy mercy in ſaving of 
ſinners; the ſoul thus humbled is now in a proper 
trame to receive pardon, and knows how to aſcribe 
the glory to free grace: now it is that God, in mer- 
cy is pleaſed, to manifelt pardon, ſometimes in an 
inſtantaneous way, at other times in a progreſſive 
way, Jacob is favoured with a ſight of a ladder 


reaching from earth to heaven, a beautiful emblem 


of the unity of the divine and human nature of 


ven, 


. 


yen, as man from the womb of the virgin, forming 
thereby an intercourſe with heaven, to us poor 
| earthly-minded fouls. By this ladder the angels 
(which watch over us for good,) de cended to the 
ſhepherds, and publiſhed the glad tidings of a Sa- 
viour's Mh; by this they aſcend to the heavenly 
regions, and publiſh to immortal ſpirits the tri- 
umphs, and victories of a riſen Saviour; by this they 


deſcend to our world, and defend the true chriſtian 


from the powerful aſſaults of his grand infernal ad- 
verſary, the devil and all his infernal hoſts. 7. e. 


That through the atonement and blood-ſhedding 


of Jeſus Chriſt, God the Father can look down with 
pity upon a world of ſinners, and receive them 
into his favour without receding in any degree 
from his juſtice; hence he receives them into his 
protection, and ſends forth his angels for all the 
purpoſes before- mentioned: thus God ſometimes 
by types, and ſometimes by plain diſcoveries ma- 
nifeſts his pardoning love to his ſeeking diſconſolate 
ſouls, always remembering his prowile, © As thy 
day is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be;” and remember that 
if the children of God do not at firſt ſee into the 
meaning of his parables, they have only to aſk for 
an explanation of the ſame; f but here God gets 
before-hand with Jacob, and ſtands at the top of the 
| ladder, 


+ Matth. xiii. 36, 37. 


os 


CST 
ladder, pronouncing a blefſicg upon him and His 
ſeed, not becauſe of Jacob's good deeds, hut be- 
cauſe he was the God of Abraham, the covenant 
God, who keepeth his promiſe for ever. I wiil 
be with thee,” faith the Lord, and . thee 


again into this land, for I will not leave ee,” &C. 
and Jacob was afraid (ſe ver. 16, 17,) and ſaid, 

« Surely this is. the houſe of God, and the gate of 
heaven,” and he vowed a vow, (fee the remaining 
part of the Chap.) ſaying, „If God will be with me 
and keep me in all my ways, then ſhall the Lord be 
my God, and I will worſhip him in this place,” &c. 
&c. Thus Jacob, who had years before received 
the promiſe, has a full confirmation of it from the 
mouth of God; let believers remember this, and 
take comfort; let them in all their troubles flee to 
God's houſe; for though, in time of old, God often 
appeared to his people in dreams and viſions of the 
night, yet his word is now revealed, and his goſpel 
preached, that we are not to expect ſuch extraordi- 
nary vilits as this, yet we may expect to meet with 
God in his ordinances, and ſuch power attending the 

word, ſuch drawings of his ſpirit, that makes us to 
| ſay with Job, „I know that my redeemer liverh.” 
Thus having endeavoured to make ſome-remarks 
from this important paſſage of ſcripture, and endea- 
voured 


(es) 


voured to apply the ſtars of a backſliding ſoul to 


this of Jacob's, let it be the earneſt enquiry of eve- 
ry one amongſt us, how we-have acted under con- 
victions, as well as under backſliding frames, whe- 
ther we have not, like Eſau, went about a ſeeming 
reformatiolilfiſha taken up with a few ſeeming moral 
duties,” without examining into the reality of our 
converſion ; let none deceive themſelves ; remember 
what Paul ſays, Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked, whatſoevera man ſoweth that ſhall he reap.” 
Let backſliders be ware how they trifle away their 
time, left God ſhould cut them off in ſuch a ſtate. 
How dreadful it is to ſee profeſſors in ſuch darkneſs, 
living months and years without ſeeking after God's 
reconciled face, depending upon ſome trifling expe- 
riences at their firſt ſetting out, as they call it, though 
in fact, there is a doubt whether ſuch ever ſet out in 
earneſt after religion at all: our minds are naturally 
very fond of new things, and a hypocrite often 


makes 


t 1 have been the more particular upon the ſtate of a 
backſlider than it is common in this age. While the Antino- 
mian ſeems ſhip-wrecked upon the ſands of licentiouſneſs, the 
ſelt-righteous Phariſce overlooks the tender mercies of God, 
and never appears willing to reſtore à fallen brother to com- 
munion again. Hence many zealous miniſters, who appear 
anxious for the converſion of unbelievers, almoſt entirely neg- 
lect preaching to backſliders, forgeting the declaratjon of the 
prophet, ** Turn ye backſliding children, for I am married 


unto you, faith the Lord,” Compare If, i, 18, and Ezek. 
xXxxiv. 16. to Math. xi. 28, 
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makes 2 great noiſe when he firſt takes up with a 


profeſſion of chriſtianity; but, alas! their end is of- 
ten deplorable : haſt thou loft the witneſſing ſpirit in | 
thy boſom? fly to Chriſt, wreſtle with him in prayer 
and ſupplication, plead his promiſes, and truſt his 
word, but remember there is a wideWerence be- 
tween truſting in God, and preſuming upon him, 
but what ſhall I ſay to thoſe who never make any 
profeſſion at all, or, atleaſt, ſo little that it is not 


worth calling a profeſſion : ſurely you only mock 


God in attending upan his ordinances, when you can 
go from the houſe of God and join with all your 


woridly companions, forget the ſeriaus truths you 
hear at the hauſe.of God, and perhaps turn them 
into redicule, If Jacob could not bear to meet his 

angry brother, how can you expect to meet an angry 
God? May theſe conſiderations ſink deep in your 


hearts, and teach you to fly from the wrath to come; 
remember that you have nothing to do yourſelf; the 


ladder, which repreſents Chriſt has it's foot upon 
the ground; you need not think of climbing part of 
the way by merit: no, no, * Chriſt is the way, the 
truth, and the light, no man cometh to the Father 
but by me.“ 
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The Preface and Introduction. 
To: - Io 


3. 6. For There is, read And there is. 
5. 8. For Adam's, read Adam. 
6. 23. For views, read vices. . 
| q 13. For city, read cities. 
ib. 19. For the, read their. 
8. 18. For perhaps, read but perhaps. 


The Wark. 
37- 12. After revealed inſert will. 
5 0 


r as, read Or. 
41. 9. For begin, read reign. 
ib. 18. For word, read want. 
45. 23. For compounded, read lampooned. 
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